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Caledon Mayor Allan Thompson, seen speaking at a virtual meeting on Sep. 28, says the decision to introduce a 
walk-on motion that would increase Brampton’s regional seats by two - while reducing Caledon’s seats by the 
same amount - at a Nov. 26 meeting was “blindsiding”. (PWN File Photo) 


The needs of the many or 
the needs of the few? 

A recent motion intro- 
duced at the Region of Peel 
to rebalance the represen- 
tation of its three munici- 
palities may shape local 
decisions for many years to 
come. 

Brampton councillors in- 


' troduced a walk-on motion 


at last week's regular re- 
gional meeting to increase 
their representation by two 
seats - while removing two 
seats from Caledon, reduc- 
ing their seats to three in 
major decisions versus 12 
regional spots for Missis- 
sauga and nine for Bramp- 
ton, via an amendment 


—o- 


made by Mississauga 
councillor Carolyn Parrish. 

The move caught Cale- 
don councillors offguard, 
with several vowing not to 
support a motion until ad- 
ditional public consulta- 
tion was given regarding 
the issue of representation 
by population. 

"An item as important as 
representation by popula- 
tion deserves to be a full 
public process,” said Cale- 
don Wards 3 & 4 regional 
councillor Jennifer Innis 
on Nov. 26 during the 
meeting. Innis indicated 
that she wasn't satisfied 
with the way the motion 
was presented and the lack 


647-829-9397 


www.sanjhsaveracards.com 


of communication with the 
Region's policy committee, 
which she serves on. 
"That's not happening, and 
it's disappointing," she told 
other councillors. 

Caledon currently has a 
population of approxi- 
mately 66,000, versus just 
over 600,000 in Brampton 
and 828,000 in Missis- 
sauga. At Regional Council, 
Caledon represents 15,660 
residents for each regional 
seat, compared to 65,742 
residents per regional seat 
in Mississauga, and 97,371 
residents per regional seat 
in Brampton. 
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Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


—— 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. 


Prizes will be given away through a weekly draw, 
with the winners being featured in the pages of 
Peel Weekly News. Winners will be notified by 
email, and will have the option to include a profile 
picture of themselves for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 


as) 
DISCeVER / 
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Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 
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Lockdowns driving people to fewer stores, says open letter 


by Alex Gregory 


Major retailers are 
raising red flags over 
inconsistent __treat- 
ment by the province 
over restrictions on 
non-essential _ busi- 
nesses. 

Nearly 50 presidents 
and CEOs of major 
companies delivered a 
stark warning to Pre- 
mier Doug Ford and 
Health Minister 
Christine Elliott on 
Wednesday - provin- 
cial lockdowns due to 
COVID-19 are driving 
more people to fewer 
stores. 

"(The lockdowns 
have) funnelled those 
shoppers and the cor- 
responding health risk 


é. 
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into fewer, increas- 
ingly crowded stores 
within Toronto and 
Peel, as well as adja- 
cent communities, 
such as we saw in 
Vaughan and 
Markham over the 
weekend," the letter, 
which was sent to 
media outlets and 
signed by a collection 
of major owners of 
brands such as Indigo, 
Aldo Shoes, Hudson’s 
Bay Company and 
many others, read. 
*The current policy 
pushes more Cana- 
dian consumers to a 
handful of big box re- 
tailers and discount 
stores, thousands of 


ee 


small, independent 
and local stores sit 
shuttered, with their 
hands tied, even 
though many sell the 
very same goods." 
The letter proposes 
that all retail stores in 
the province open 
with a strict 25 per 
cent capacity limit in 
locked-down regions, 
so as to equalize the 
number of customers 
and reduce crowds in 
big-box locations. 
Ontario has surged 
to new highs over the 
past week, cracking 
1,850 cases over the 
weekend and seeing 
daily cases hovering 
around the 


1,700 


ie 


mark through Dec. 1. 

The letter argues 
that “segregating” cer- 
tain retailers may be 
making daily case 
counts worse, as it is 
causing customers to 
flood into major loca- 
tions that are not re- 
stricted. 

In the process, retail 
businesses are being 
destroyed and tens of 
thousands of jobs are 
being lost, said the let- 
ter, despite the fact 
that federal statistics 
state that less tha one 
per cent of outbreaks 
have been associated 
with retail environ- 
ments. 

In a response to 
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media Wednesday 
evening, provincial 
spokesperson Alexan- 
dra Hilkene said the 
current _ restrictions 
were “necessary” to 
limit community 
transmission, “in 
order to keep schools 
open, safeguard 
health system capac- 
ity, and protect the 
province's most vul- 
nerable populations." 

"Lockdowns are a 
difficult but necessary 
step to stop the 
spread, safeguard the 
key services we rely on 
and protect our health 
system capacity," said 
Hilkene, who noted 
that the decision to 
move regions in and 
out of lockdown was 
“not made lightly.” 

Small business in 
Peel feel like the new 
lockdowns put them 
at a disadvantage, and 
that they can't com- 
pete, said Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie, who 
introduced a motion 
at last week’s Peel Re- 
gional Council meet- 
ing to urge the 
province to increase 
fairness for restric- 
tions between small 
and_ big-box _ busi- 
nesses. 


The province needs 
to find a way to level 
the playing field for 
our small businesses," 
said Crombie, who 
said the change must 
come from _ the 
province, as municipal 
powers are limited. 

The picture in Peel 
Region continues to 
remain turbulent, said 


Dr. Lawrence Loh 
Wednesday __after- 
noon. 


"We've all been im- 

pacted in different 
ways, said Loh, 
speaking at a City of 
Mississauga press 
conference about the 
impact the virus has 
had on the commu- 
nity. 
Loh stopped short of 
recommending addi- 
tional restrictions on 
the region, but noted 
that household mixing 
and workplace cases, 
along with a sense of 
“fatigue” concerning 
the virus, are pushing 
case counts higher. 

“We can't forget the 
very real toll COVID- 
19 is having on the 
community,” said 
Loh. "Our picture in 
Peel remains quite 
turbulent.” 


Local MPs urge support for India over mass protests 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A battle of wills is brewing amongst local politicians as they 
highlight an international issue affecting thousands of farm- 
ers and the right to peaceful protest. 

Brampton MPs were among a group of advocates that de- 
bated a motion Monday in Parliament regarding thousands 
of farmers in India, who have flocked to New Delhi to protest 
a series of laws that they believe will allow companies to ex- 
ploit agricultural workers. 

Local MPs of Punjabi descent, including Tim Uppal, Man- 
deep Sidhu, Jasraj Singh Hallan, Sonia Sidhu (Brampton- 
South) and Ruby Sahota (Brampton-North) raised the issue 
and condemned the treatment of farmers, who have been 
sprayed with tear gas and water cannons while pledging to 
remain in the area for several weeks to make their views 


known. 


The three bills passed in India in September included the 
Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce Act, the Farmers 
Agreement of Price Assurance and Farm Services Act and 
the passage of the Essential Commodities Act, which will pri- 
vatize farmers’ markets in India. Indian farmers will not get 
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for their produce, 
whereas earlier farmers were given this support price for 
their crops. Recently, thousands of farmers from all over 
India were not only subjected to tear gas and water, but 
physical force was also used to prevent them from entering 
Delhi. The violence was also shared on social media. 

"Farmers produce food for the country," said Sahota, not- 
ing that democratic rights were being violated using force 


against the peaceful protesting farmers and that the Cana- 
dian government needed to act. "No farmer, no food." 


—o- 
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Mississauga- 


ernment to sup- 
port farmers in 
India protesting 
against new 
Waws. (PWN File) 
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MPs highlight international protests, urge action 


Continued from Pg 4 


Brampton-East 
MP Maninder 
Sidhu also said 
that Canada _ be- 
lieves the right to 
democratic and 
peaceful demon- 
strations must be 
respected, and 
that he will be tak- 
ing up the issue of 
the treatment of 
farmers with India 
at the diplomatic 
level. 

In the debate, 
Trudeau said 
peaceful protest is 
a fundamental 
right of citizens in 
any democracy, 
and that the In- 
dian government 
needs to show 
kindness to the af- 
fected farmers. 

Trudeau's com- 
ments caused a 
harsh rebuke from 
Indian politicians, 
who criticized him 
for his involve- 
ment in the coun- 
try's escalating 


farmer protests. 

Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi said that the 
new law __ gives 
farmers more au- 
tonomy to set their 
own prices and the 
ability to sell prod- 
ucts directly to 
companies. "The 
new laws. don't 
stop the old sys- 
tem," said Modi 
earlier this week 
when asked about 
the issue. 

NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh and 
British Columbia's 
Prime Minister 
John Horgan have 
previously issued 
statements of sup- 
port for Indian 
farmers, although 
Trudeau is consid- 
ered the _ first 
world leader to 
make a_ public 
statement. 

Brampton’  Re- 
gional Councilor 
Gurpreet Singh 
Dhillon also indi- 
cated this week 


that he has written 
a letter to National 
Farmers Union 
(Canada) Presi- 
dent Kate Ward 
urging the union 
to show solidarity 
with Indian farm- 
ers. 

"Farmers are the 
backbone of our 


society, and we 
must all play our 
part in supporting 
them," Dhillon 
said, referring to 
the protests 
against the three 
bills recently 
passed by the Cen- 


tral Government. 
Dhillon said he 
introduced a reso- 
lution supporting 
Indian farmers in 
October, which 
was passed unani- 
mously by Bramp- 
ton Council. He 
added that for the 
past 50 years, the 
NFU had been a 
staunch supporter 
of social and eco- 
nomic justice in 
Canada and at the 


international level. 
Dhillon said that 
he was_ hopeful 
that with such 
peaceful agitation 
and constructive 
pursuit, a sus- 
tained effort from 


international 
groups would re- 
verse the laws per- 
taining to farmers. 
would reverse 
these black laws 
pertaining to 
farmers. 


Maninder Sidhu, 
Brampton-East 
MPP. as seenin 

ean undated 
photo. (PWN 
File) 


Councillors push rebalanced regional representation 


Continued from Pg 1 


"We knew this 
was coming,” 
said Brampton 
Mayor _ Patrick 
Brown, who 
noted that the 
rumblings of dis- 
cussion over rep- 
resentation had 
been happening 
for several years 
beforehand. 

"There's a dis- 
proportionate 
representation in 
Caledon, and it 
shows an appre- 
ciation for the 
historic position 
that Caledon is 
in," said Brown, 
who moved Par- 
rish's amend- 
ment to add two 
Brampton seats 
while removing 
two Caledon 
seats. 

"We don't want 
Caledon to go 
down to one seat. 


eTelm Wey er-yela That would be 


unfair, but based 
on representa- 
tion by popula- 
tion, that's what 
it would be." 

If the motion is 
passed, the re- 
vised _ regional 
council structure 
would be enacted 
in Oct. 2022, in 
time for the next 
municipal elec- 
tion. 

"It's blindsiding 
and it's disap- 
pointing,” said 
Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson 
in an interview 
with Peel Weekly 
News earlier this 
week. 

"It was back- 
room politicking 
at its worst... in 
my 17 years of 
servin as an 
elected official, I 
have never seen 
anything like it." 

Thompson indi- 
cated that there 


was no advance 
conversation of a 
motion _ before- 
hand, nor any 
engagement or 
consulation with 
other staff or 
committee mem- 
bers. 

What's worse, 
says Thompson, 
is that a motion 
about gover- 
nance was being 
pushed during a 
major pandemic. 

"What is really 
troubling is that 
they chose the 
time when our 
residents are bat- 
tling through the 
second wave of a 

lobal an- 

emic.... to force 
a public meeting 
about gover- 
nance at this 
time shows a 
blantant disre- 
spect for every- 
thing we've been 
through this 


—o- 


year.” 

At a_ special 
meeting Monday, 
Caledon council- 
lors and_ local 
residents de- 
bated the sur- 
prise motion, 
noting that it 
never should 
have come on the 
agenda. 

I need our 
Council down at 
Region _ saying, 
'This should not 
be happening,'" 
said Caledon res- 
ident Sherry 
Brioschi, who in- 
dicated that the 
Town needs to 
take a stand to 
protect its cur- 
rent number of 
regional _ seats, 
specifically in 
terms of provin- 
cial projections 
that would see 
the area double 
in size over the 
next two 


decades. "With 
the growth that's 
coming, it's going 
to be insane." 

"Mississauga 
and Brampton 
have never had 
any regard for 
Caledon, and I 
don't expect 
them to have 
any," said fellow 
Ward 4 resident 
Angela Panacci, 
who said she was 
"concerned, 
upset, flabber- 

asted and 

ownright angry" 
at the nature of 
the motion. 

A public consul- 
tation process is 
planned for the 
motion. Look for 
additional cover- 
age of this story 
in upcoming is- 
sues of Peel 
Weekly News. 
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Is it more important to control votes, or control COVID-19? 


Paw 


Column 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


In the run-up to 
Diwali, when gov- 
ernments at vari- 
ous levels urged the 
Indo-Canadian 
community to cele- 
brate the holiday 


with restraint, 
many alleged com- 
muni leaders 
turned out to play- 
ing _a_ broken 
record. 

Our community is 
being deliberately 
peel ng and as a 
visible minority, it 
has brought us into 
disrepute. 

These leaders for- 
got that in the 
weeks leading up to 
Diwali, when Hal- 
loween was in full 
swing, various gov- 
ernments — across 
Canada had openly 
appealed to people 
to exercise re- 
straint. It was un- 
derstood that 
sending children 
into the streets to 
ask for candy on 
Halloween to pre- 
vent the spread of 
COVID-19 would 
not be safe. These 
appeals for re- 
straint had a pro- 
found effect across 
the country, and 


the number of kids 
celebrating 
at substan- 
tially in hard-hit re- 
gions. No one was 
accused of discrim- 
ination or creating 
a problem. 
Halloween is cele- 
brated by everyone, 
so restraint was ap- 
pealed to all. Diwali 
1s celebrated by 
Indo-Canadians, so 
appeals for re- 
straint were made 
to the community, 
but many leaders 
were "outraged" 
because it was a 
ood opportunity 
or them to show 
their leadership. 
Everyone knows 
what happened to 
the appeals for re- 
straint on Diwali. 
Across the country, 
gangs of thugs blew 
up firecrackers and 
violated the rules 
on Diwali. Many 
gurdwaras, plazas 
and streets across 
Canada were abuzz, 
with Punjab's inter- 
national students 
leading the way. 
The national media 
ublished a num- 
er of news items 
with pictures and 
video clips. This is 
not hidden or se- 
cret knowledge. 
Brampton's 
Mayor, Patrick 
Brown, claimed 
that people in the 


city "rarely broke 
the rules,” implying 
that outside the 
publicized case of a 
single gurdwara 
that may or may 
not have condoned 
the presence of so 
many people, the 
rest of the city was 
being upstanding. 
That is not the case. 
COVID-19 trends 
in specific postal 
codes have begun 
to skyrocket. 
Several local Pun- 
jabi radio shows 
and social media 
groups have also 
reported seein 
Brown at severa 
arties and wed- 


ings, which in- 
cluded large 
gatherings __ that 


were held in defi- 
ance of provincial 
rules. Instead of 
giving a satisfactory 
answer to these 
statements, Brown 
tried to acquit him- 
self by accusing the 
news agency of 
racism. 

Brown is far from 
the only leader 
ploteeraped at 
unctions since the 
start of the pan- 
demic. We expect 
better of our citi- 
zens, and of our 
leaders. 

There are also 
many truck drivers, 
warehouse workers 
and service sector 


workers in Bramp- 
ton who keep 
Canada afloat, 
which makes the 
city more expen- 
sive. They have 
been pigeonholed 
by others as key 
drivers for the 


virus. 

The question 
arises - which 
major Canadian 


cities do not have 
truck drivers, ware- 
house workers and 
essential services 
workers? Is Missis- 
sauga free of such 
workers? No! Cities 
like Toronto, 
Hamilton, Wind- 
sor, Montreal, Cal- 
gary, Surrey and 
Vancouver have 
such workers too. 
Toronto is Canada's 
largest city, with 
countless hospitals, 
clinics, research 
centers, public 
transports, a large 
poe force, a large 

re brigade, dozens 
of long-term care 
homes, ambulance 
workers, _ techni- 
cians, taxis and de- 
livery workers. Yet, 
Brampton is being 
targeted for the 
spread of the virus. 

Other reports 
have come to light 
which are breaking 


the shackles. of 
those who make 
false excuses. 


COVID-19 is more 


prevalent in the 
South Asian popu- 
lation in England, 
and during the first 
wave, Queens, New 
York was hardest- 
hit. In addition to 
Brampton, the ad- 
joining town of 
Malton has a large 
population of mi- 
norities where the 
case count is above 
average. A report 
circulating on so- 
cial media about 
Yuba City, Califor- 
nia states that 40- 
45 per cent of the 
COVID-19 cases 
are coming from 
Punjabis. The re- 
port, citing a Shut- 
ter County health 
officer, has been 
circulated by the 
California Sikh 
Youth Alliance to 
raise awareness in 
the community. 

City of Brampton 
employee Jaskaran 
Singh Sandhu, who 
belongs to the 
World Sikh Organ- 
ization, wrote in a 
social media post 
that "We're a di- 
verse and rapidly 
growing working- 
class town y'all love 
to pout at & laugh, 
with a nice hint of 
racism on the side, 
but we keep on 
working and dying 
doing the jobs no 
one else wants.” 
Brampton MPP 


Gurratan Singh has 
made similar state- 
ments. 

Allegations are 
being made_ that 
Brampton is being 
underfunded due 
to an alleged 'sacri- 
fice' to cover up the 
community's negli- 
gence. The alleged 
sacrifice is a lie, but 
low funding is a se- 
rious issue long be- 
fore COVID-19 
began. 

The city's rapidly- 
growing population 
is also a factor, 
which is why the 
Trudeau govern- 
ment is responsible 
for importing so 
much. Even during 
the epidemic, this 
government was in 
a hurry to import 
millions of immi- 

rants. It's hard to 

ind a room to live 

in all of Canada's 
major cities. Prices 
and rents are sky- 
rocketing, but more 
immigrants are 
being invited. 
Many homes in 
Brampton are 
being used as mo- 
tels. Basements are 
full of people. The 
temple is whirling 
around. 

It appears to be 
more important to 
control the votes 
than to control the 
virus for some of 
our leaders. 
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We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 
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PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO, IN 


CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. THIS MEANS 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 


GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 
GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 
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CONTACT: RALPH: 416-731-3077 
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The importance of working together — and why infighting benefits no one 


by Vidya Gopaul 


As I continue to 
watch coverage of 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic unfolding 
every day, it never 
ceases to amaze me 
when I see so much 
infighting in the po- 
litical arena. 

It is el De in 
our so called civi- 
lized and industri- 
alized countries, 
and at all levels of 
government. 

In the U.S., there 
is an ongoing battle 
and blame games 
playing out at the 
federal, state and 
municipal levels. 

In Canada, the 
condemnation of 
handling this pan- 
demic is a drama 
that is being played 
like a soap opera at 
the federal level, to 
the provincial and 
to the municipal 
level. 

Last week, On- 
tario’s auditor gen- 
eral gave a scathing 
and damning re- 
port that was "the 
straw that broke 


the camel's back" in 
terms of Doug 
Ford's government 
response to 
COVID-19. 

Ford was livid and 
the opposition 
party was quick to 
join the bandwagon 
in blaming him for 
everything for inef- 
ficiently handling 
the outbreak of this 
virus. 

Similarly, in the 
USS., the incumbent 
president lost the 
election because of 


mishandling the 
pandemic from the 
beginning. 


This virus came 
like a thief in the 
night and without 
any warning what 
so ever. Last year 
around this time, 
there was a brief 
news story about an 
infectious disease 
in Wuhan, China - 
and before we knew 
it, the entire world 
was infected in a 
matter of weeks. 

I have noticed 
that in each coun- 


try, the opposition 
party is quick to 
criticize the ruling 
government about 
how bad and inef- 
fective it has been 
in taking care of 
this pandemic. 

My question is, 
"Could the opposi- 
tion party have 
done any better?" 

It is easy to stay 
on the other side of 
the fence and 
blame others. Or is 
it that the opposi- 
tion parties are just 
scoring some polit- 
ical points in order 
to be elected next 
time? 

This virus came 
out of nowhere and 
planted itself on the 
world stage. We 
still do not have the 
entire picture of 
how this ae in- 
fects peo 

In the ee 
it was not okay to 
wear a mask, and 
now it is mandated 
to do so. Then there 
is the issue of in- 
fringement of civil 


Live via Zoom 


wy 
val 


Stay 
Cozy 


VISUAL ARTS 
BRAMPTON 


@ Home 


rights and _free- 
doms. 

Recently, I 
learned that the 
Trudeau govern- 
ment cannot out- 
right ban travelling 
outside the country, 
because that would 
be against the The 
Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms of 
our constitution. 

But make no mis- 
take - the ruling 
government of any 
country is also tak- 
ing advantage of 
the pandemic and 
is trying to work to 
its political advan- 
tage so that it can 
be re-elected the 
next time. 

We just witnessed 
not too long ago 
where Justin 
Trudeau govern- 
ment tried to give 
millions of dollars 
to WE Charity, and 
got caught red- 
handed as being a 
scandalous act. 

In addition, the 
ruling government 
of British Colum- 


bia, led by Paul 
Hogan, took a gam- 
ble to call an elec- 
tion for Oct. 2020 
by taking advan- 
tage of the pan- 
demic. 

Guess what? He 
translated that into 
a majority NDP 
government from a 
minority govern- 
ment. 

So did the Pre- 
mier of New 
Brunswick when he 
took his province to 
an election in Sep. 


2020, using the 
pandemic to justify 
his election. He 


converted his mi- 
nority PC govern- 
ment to a majority 
government. 

The Premier of 
Saskatchewan, 
Scott Moe, also de- 
cided to use the 
pandemic as an ex- 
cuse to call for an 
election on Oct. 
2020. He kept his 
Conservative ma- 
jority government 
intact. 

I have a feeling 


that the current 
Canadian PM, 
Justin Trudeau, is 
looking for an op- 
portunity to call a 
snap general elec- 
tion if he thinks the 
pandemic will help 
him win a majority 
government. 

So the question is 
- why can't both 
parties work to- 
gether for once to 
help eradicate this 
notorious virus? 

At the end of the 
day, it is the citi- 
zens who are suf- 


fering mentally, 
financially and 
emotionally. 


The faster all lev- 
els of government 
work together and 
help each other the 
faster we will be 
able to fight this 
deadly virus. 

Do it for the good 
of the people who 
put you into the 
highest seat of the 
country! Why does 
it always has to be 
politicized? 


Great 
Holiday 
Gift Idea 


VisualArtsBrampton.com 
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Mississauga teeters on the precipice as COVID 


cases spike 


by Clover Sterling and Alex Gregory 


Not out of the 
woods yet. 

Mississauga con- 
tiinues to fight an 
uphilll battle 
against COVID-19 - 
and it’s up to resi- 
dents to ensure that 
hospitals and long- 
term care (LTC) 
centres don’t pay 
the price, say city 
officials. 

Two weeks after 
new COVID-19 re- 
strictions were im- 
posed in Peel 
Region, the case 
count continues to 
rise among resi- 
dents and several 
longterm care 
homes are now bat- 
tling a second wave 
of the virus. 

At least 50 per- 
cent of LTC homes 
in Mississauga are 
now seeing a surge 
in counts of up to 
90 residents testing 
positive, while the 
province battles 
with a timeline to 
come up with a vac- 
cine. 

“The virus is con- 
tinuing to control 
us,” Mississauga 


Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie said dur- 
ing her regular 


press conference 
Wednesday after- 
noon. 

Crombie, along 
with other officials, 
urged residents to 
work from home as 
much as possible, 
and stressed that 
rollout of a national 
vaccine will provide 
a lifeline to get the 
city back to normal. 

“We're getting 
closer to finding the 
long-term solution 
for this pandemic," 
said Crombie, 
speaking about re- 
cent efforts from 
the federal and 
provincial govern- 
ment to coordinate 
a vaccine distribu- 
tion strategy. 

Peel once again 
notched the top 
spot on the list of 
hardest-hit regions 
in the province, re- 
garding 500 new 


confirmed cases 
against a total 1,723 
confirmed cases 


province-wide. 

To that end, the 
city said Wednes- 
day that it has con- 
ducted “thousands 
of inspections” on 
properties violating 
provincial COVID- 


19 guidelines, said 
enforcement direc- 
tor Sam Rogers. 

"There are still too 
many people inten- 
tionally breaking 
the rules and put- 
ting people at risk,” 
said Rogers, refer- 
ring to a house 
party that was 
busted at an Airbnb 
rental unit in the 
Ninth Line area this 
past weekend, re- 
sulting in multiple 
charges and two or- 
ganizers facing a 
minimum fine of 
$10,000. 

"We will investi- 
gate every com- 
plaint for private 
social gatherings... 
if you violate the 
rules, we will be 
knocking on your 
door." 

Still, Crombie also 
urged residents to 
continue to support 
small businesses, 
despite the lack of 
indoor shopping or 
dining, and current 


trends steering 
shoppers towards 
big-box stores, 


which have been 
considered as es- 
sential businesses, 
as the holiday sea- 


son ramps up. 

Crombie says the 
province need to 
find a way to level 
the playing field for 
small businesses, as 
municipal powers 
are limited, refer- 
encing a motion 
made at Peel Re- 
gional Council last 
week to urge the 
province to limit ca- 
pacity at big-box 
stores to 25 per cent 
in order to address 
“inequities” against 
local small busi- 
nesses. 

Peel”s Chief Med- 
ical Officer of 
Health, Dr. Lawer- 
ence Loh, agrees 
that every resident 
has been impacted 
by the virus in vari- 
ous forms, regard- 
less of whether it 
has been financial 
or physical. 

“Our picture in 
peel remains quite 
turbulent," —_— said 
Loh, though he 
stopped short of 
recommending ad- 
ditional restrictions 
in Peel. The region 
remains in lock- 
down through Dec. 
21, 


Peel police officer charged 
after careless storage 


A Peel Police 
officer has been 
charged with 
multiple of- 
fences in con- 
nection with an 
incident last 
year, where the 


officer care- 
lessly — stored 
loaded maga- 
zines in the 
back of a 
cruiser. 

The force’s 
Professional 


Standards Bu- 
reau said eight- 


year vet 
Constable 
Michael Kon- 
werski was 


charged Tues- 
day in connec- 
tion with the 
event, which oc- 
curred in Sep. 


2019. 
An investiga- 
tion was 


launched after 
the bureau re- 
ceived an inter- 
nal complaint 
that Konwerski 
had left behind 
three _ prohib- 
ited firearm 


magazines 
loaded with am- 
munition after 
his shift in the 
back of the po- 
lice cruiser he 
was using - 
magazines that 
were not issued 
by Peel Police. 

Konwerski 
was charged 
with three 
counts of unau- 
thorized _pos- 
session of a 
prohibited de- 
vice, three 
counts of care- 
less storage of a 
prohibited de- 
vice and one 
count of care- 
less storage of 
ammunition. 

He will appear 
in Brampton 
court on Jan. 4, 
2021 to answer 
to the charges. 
According to 
the force, a Po- 
lice Services Act 
investigation 
will follow after 
the trial is com- 
pleted. 
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Have a listen to some great music 


A solo art exhibition 


by Milly Tseng 


November 3rd to December 5th, 2020 


Steve Wilson Studios and The Gallery 
4681 Queen St, Niagara Falls, ON 


Wearing a mask and social distancing are required when visiting the gallery. 


For hours and directions visit www.thegalleryniagara.com/contact 
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Have the Feds failed to make vaccine arrangements? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Many companies 
around the world 
are claiming to have 
developed a 
COVID-19 vaccine, 
and some have ap- 
plied for approval 
from a_ country's 
drug control depart- 
ment and submitted 
evidence of three- 
stage drug trials. 

Vaccines made by 
two different com- 
panies in the United 
States will be avail- 
able from Decem- 
ber, and Pfizer is the 
first vaccine to be 
approved for the 
U.K. 


Apart from the 
U.S., many compa- 
nies from Russia, 
England and China 
are leading in this. 
In India, several 
companies are en- 
gaged in vaccine re- 
search, and trials of 
a third level vaccine 
called CoVaccine 
are underway. 

In addition, many 
Indian companies 
have the potential 
to produce any vac- 
cine on a large scale, 


including the world- 
renowned Pune 
Serum Institute. 
The Oxford vac- 
cine is being pro- 
duced on a large 
scale by the Pune 
Serum Institute, of 
which about 10 per 
cent is to be re- 
served for India. 
Vaccines from 
Pfizer and Modern 
are expected to be 
available in the 
United States in De- 
cember. The vac- 
cine from CanSino 
Biologics is said to 
be ready in China, 
but China is not dis- 
closing much about 


It. 

The Canadian 
firm National Re- 
search Council was 
also involved in the 
discovery of the 
CanSino biologics 
vaccine, but China 
has refused to share 
samples of the vac- 
cine with Canada, 
much to Canada's 
dismay. 

Russia's Sputnik - 
V vaccine is also ex- 
pected to be 
released in the com- 
ing days, with the 
third and final 
phase of trials un- 
derway in other 
countries, including 
India. 


Canada is lagging 
behind in research, 
production, and 
distribution of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

It appears that im- 
munization of any 
potential vaccine in 
Canada may begin 
by March or April 
2021. This will 
occur, no matter 
how humbly PM 
Trudeau promises 
that a vaccine will 


be here before 
Christmas. 
Canada has failed 


to negotiate an ad- 
vance vaccine with 
any reputable com- 
pany. 

In the days lead- 
ing up to the out- 
break, the 
Government of 
Canada announced 
a $44 million grant 
from the National 
Research Council 
for the construction 
of a vaccine produc- 
tion plant at the 
Royalmount Facil- 


ity in Montreal. 
In August, the 
government an- 


nounced an addi- 
tional $126 million, 
but construction of 
the vaccine plant 
has not yet been 
completed. Con- 
struction of this 
plant may still take 


Teachers’ association launches with big goal 


A new advocacy 
group represent- 
ing Black teachers 
at Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic District 


School Board 
launched last 
month. 

The Black Teach- 


ers Association of 
DPCDSB, which 
launched on Nov. 
5, said it will seek 
to dismantle sys- 
temic anti-Black 
racism at DPCDSB 
and the two local 
OECTA union of- 
fices, the Dufferin- 
Peel Secondary 
Unit (DPSU) and 
Dufferin-Peel 
(OECTA) Elemen- 
tary, by develop- 
ing and promoting 


strategies to erad- 
icate inequities 
that exist for Black 
teachers and stu- 
dents. 

It is estimated by 
The Black Teach- 
ers Association of 
DPCDSB that the 
number of Black 
teachers working 
at the Board is ap- 
proximately two 
per cent. This is 
disproportionate 
to the _ self-re- 
ported 18 per cent 
of the _ student 
body that identi- 


fied as Black in the 
2018 DPCDSB 
School Climate 
Survey. 


“As a Dufferin- 
Peel alumni, I ex- 


perienced __sys- 
temic racism as a 
student and was 
disappointed to 
see it still existed 
when I returned as 
a teacher more 
than two decades 
later,” said associ- 
ation co-founder 
Michael Marshall. 
“Enough is 
enough, it is time 
to achieve equality 
for the Black com- 
munity. We hope 
to bring about 
meaningful 
change that deliv- 
ers equal treat- 
ment and 
AE for 
all staff and stu- 
dents.” 


a long time. 

Also, on the other 
hand, Canadians 
are saying the gov- 
ernment needs to be 
honest about the 
side effects and then 
remind people that 
every drug has pos- 
sible side effects. 

Even _ over-the- 
counter medicine, 
like vitamins and 
herbal supple- 
ments. You just 
need to weigh the 
risks and benefits in 
a smart way, and 
then compare them 
with other recog- 
nized vaccines and 
drugs. No one is 100 
per cent risk-free. 

Not only that, but 
it will be important 
to reach out to eth- 
nic communities 
and peoples. A gov- 
ernment with no ac- 
countability or 
credibility is saying, 
“Trust us,” repeat- 
edly without any de- 
gree of trust to back 
it up. 

Many communi- 
ties are unsure or 
scared, and may 
doubt if the vaccine 
is safe to take unless 


the government 
fixes its accounta- 
bility problem and 


takes full responsi- 
bility before they 


take the vaccine. 

"The COVID-19 
vaccine is closer 
than ever, but a 
considerable num- 
ber of Canadians 
are reluctant to roll 
up their sleeves,” re- 
cent media reports 
have summarized. 

Some Canadian 
media outlets have 
also taken the ag- 
gressive step of 
claiming that 
COVID-19 numbers 
and death statistics 
are “fake,” and they 
are asking federal 
health minister 
Patty Hajdu that 
Canadians need to 
know the truth 
about why the total 
number of deaths is 
so low for healthy 
people. 

These same out- 
lets are alleging that 
Canadians who die 
of cancer are being 
counted as COVID- 
19 fatalities in order 
to boost statistics — 
and boost funding 
from the govern- 
ment. 

Besides this, it 
may take a year for 
the University of 
Saskatchewan facil- 
ity to be set up, for 
which funds have 
already been pro- 
vided. The Govern- 


ment of Canada has 
failed to make 
arrangements’ to 
obtain the vaccine 
on a priority basis. 
At the beginning 
of the COVID-19 
epidemic, the 
Trudeau govern- 
ment showed great 
reluctance to cut off 
air travel with af- 


fected countries, 
causing heavy 
losses. 


Now that the sec- 
ond wave of the 
virus is spreading 
stronger than the 
first, Justin 
Trudeau's Liberal 
government __ has 
abandoned _ flights 
from __ Corona-af- 
fected countries, 
with thousands of 
foreigners landing 
in Canada _ every 
day. 

Quarantine rules 
are hanging in the 
balance, and mil- 
lions of immigrants 
are being given pri- 
ority over what they 
may be_ bringing 
back with them. 

It’s time to shore 
up the gaps and en- 
sure that we aren’t 
left behind when it 
comes to vaccine 
preparedness. 


Attention small businesses 
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Part-time employees laid off as city balances pandemic priorities 


Around 1,100 part-time employees 
are feeling the sting this winter, as the 
City of Mississauga announced Tues- 
day that it had temporarily let some 
employees go due to restrictions 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The city said that due to local facilities 
and community centres being locked 
down due to provincial restrictions, of- 
ficials took the step of once again laying 
off employees who work part-time at 
city facilities, effective Dec. 7. 

“This decision is especially difficult 
given the hard year we have all had. 
The City is facing significant financial 
pressures as a result of this second 
lockdown. In order to be fiscally re- 
sponsible, we must take action to re- 
spond to the facility closures and their 
impact on our operations. This is not 
where we wanted to be. But I truly be- 


lieve that Mississauga can come to- 
gether, right here and right now, to get 
this situation under control. I am again 
urging everyone to stay home expect 
when going out for the essentials, and 
to please limit their in-person contact 
to just their immediate households and 
essential supports,” said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. 

Mississauga, along with the rest of 
Peel Region, will remain in lockdown 
through at least Dec. 21, with further 
directives being judged on a biweekly 
basis by provincial officials. 

The province reported 1,723 cases on 
Dec. 1, with Peel remaining at the “top 
of the pack” with 500 new confirmed 
cases. 

In a statement, the city’s chief admin- 
istrative officer, Paul Mitcham, said 
that the city recognizes the stress and 


anxiety employees are under, and that 
the decision was made due to financial 
pressures. 

“The lay-offs are a direct result of city 
program cancellations and facility clo- 
sures, not having work available for 
part-time employees during the shut- 
down of non-essential services,” said 
Mitcham. “We will continue to assess 
the impact of the lockdown to City op- 
erations, communicate with those im- 
pacted and have made our employee 
and family assistance program avail- 
able to all staff during this difficult 
time.” 

The majority of lay-offs impact part- 
time employees in Community Serv- 
ices. Many employees are expected to 
receive benefits through the Canada 
Recovery Benefit. 
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113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 


info@zestforliving.ca 


Zest for Living 
Port Credit 


Join us today for shopping in a 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 


Caledon 
Business 


#LoveLocalCaledon 


Students hit uptick in Tarwan dru 
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COVID-19 Peel cases 


As the province 
rolls out asympto- 
matic testing pro- 

rams for students 
in Peel Region, the 
number of schools 


with active 
COVID-19 cases 
has seen a sharp 
uptick 

Peel Public 
Health logged 240 


active confirmed 
cases of the virus 
of students on 
Wednesday, lead- 
ing to concern 
from families over 

otential out- 

reaks and class 
closures. 

The spike in 
cases comes just a 
week after Premier 
Doug Ford and 
Education Minis- 
ter Stephen Lecce 
announced $13.6 
million in funding 
for schools in the 
hardest-hit regions 
in the province, in- 
cluding Peel, Hal- 
ton, Durham and 
Waterloo Region. 

Students who are 
determined to 
have received the 
virus, staff and 
other students 
who are known to 
have come in close 
contact with the 


individual must 
self-isolate at 
home for at least 
14 Oye, where 
they will be able to 
take online 
courses. 

Despite. the sre- 
strictions, siblings 
of students in close 
contact are not di- 
rected to isolate 
unless they are 
displaying symp- 
toms of the virus, 
said Peel Public 
Health. 

Ina press confer- 
ence earlier this 
week, Lecce said 
that despite the 
number of re- 
ported cases and 
closed classrooms 
in the province, 
the majority of stu- 
dents in the 
province’s school 
system do not have 
the virus. 

"99.9 per cent of 
Ontario students 
are COVID-free," 
Lecce said Mon- 
day, though he 
noted that the ad- 
ditional _ testing 
measures will help 
identify students 
who may have the 
virus and aren’t 
showing symp- 
toms. 


FREE Online Art 
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- VISUAL 
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as new No 


A new resident has 
arrived at Pill Hill. 

The deal to finalize 
a Taiwan drug- 
maker’s North Amer- 
ican headquarters 
has been finalized, as 
Bora Pharmaceuti- 
cals announced that 
it has selected Mis- 
sissauga as its new 
home base. 

Bora, considered to 
be one of Taiwan’s 
leading drugmakers, 
said Tuesday that it 
had completed the 
deal to acquire Glax- 
oSmithKline’s Mis- 
sissauga-based 
facility in the city’s 
north end, building 
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off an agreement that 
was being tabled this 
past spring. 

GSK’s facility, 
which produced ap- 
proximately 50 dif- 
ferent products for 
distribution to more 
than 100 markets, 
will be transferred to 
Bora, while 400 
manufacturing staff 
will be given invita- 
tions to join the new 
staff structure. 

“This expansion 
into North America 
brings us closer to 
many of our cus- 
tomers and adds the 
capabilities to wel- 
come new ones on- 


board,” Bora Phar- 
maceuticals CEO 
Bobby Sheng said 
during a_ virtual 
launch event for the 
new facility Tuesday 
morning. 

“The Mississauga 
site strengthens our 
existing state-of-the- 
art manufacturing 
network, whilst 
adding a number of 
talented colleagues 
that will help us de- 
velop further in the 
region.” 

Bora is one of the 
world’s largest sup- 
pliers of manufactur- 
ing services, and 


locally supports sev- 


aker announces city 
American HQ 


eral key markets, in- 
cluding North Amer- 
ica and Asia, which 
made the city an at- 
tractive choice for 
the company, said 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. 

“By choosing Mis- 
sissauga for its flag- 
ship North American 
facility, (Bora) has 
reinforced what so 
many other notable 
companies already 
know - that the life 
sciences sector is 
thriving in our city 
and it’s the perfect 
location to call 
home,” said Crom- 
bie. 
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Aircraft manufacturer fined after injury at local facility 


by Alex Gregory 

A Mississauga 
manufacturer has 
been fined in con- 
nection with a 
workplace accident 


that took place last 
March. 
Cyclone Manu- 


facturing Incorpo- 
rated was fined 
$60,000 in provin- 
cial offences court 
Tuesday in connec- 
tion with the inci- 
dent, which took 
place at its major 


manufacturing fa- 
cility on Meadow- 
pine Boulevard. 

The manufac- 
turer, which makes 
aerospace — struc- 
tural components 
and fabricates 
sheet metal for 
aerospace compa- 
nies, pled guilty in 
a Mississauga 
court to the acci- 
dent, which oc- 
curred on Mar. 27, 
2019. 


On the day of the 
incident, an em- 
ployee was helping 
two other workers 
to rig up and flip a 
component used in 
a wing. 

The employees 
were using a sin- 
gle-sling choker 


hitch to life and flip 
the wing compo- 
nent, and were at- 
tempting to keep 
the 
steady as 


component 
they 


lifted it off a sup- 
porting table. 

The component 
weighed roughly 
2,000 pounds and 
measured about 22 
feet in length. 

The supporting 
table had wheels 
that did not lock in 
place. As the em- 
ployees attempted 
to move the com- 
ponent, the table 
slid out from under 
the component 
suddenly, became 
unbalanced and 
feel, pinning one of 
the workers to the 
floor. 

The worker was 
injured during the 
incident and re- 
quired surgery af- 
terwards. 

Investigators 
from the Ministry 
of Labour, Train- 
ing and Skills De- 
velopment 
discovered later 
that the single- 
sling choker hitch 


setup was com- 
monly used at Cy- 
clone to lift wing 
components from 
the supporting ta- 
bles and flip them 
following process- 
ing, and had been 
used many times in 
the past. 

The company’s 
method of trans- 
porting the compo- 
nent was not suited 
to moving large, 
heavy loads that 
are difficult to bal- 
ance. Investigators 
also found that the 
same method was 
being done twice 
per week, on aver- 
age. 

Investigators also 
found that Cyclone 
did not have a 
means to secure 
the wheelers on the 
supporting tables 
used to hold the 
wing component, 
and that the single- 
sling choker hitch 
was “not suitable” 


for lifting and mov- 
ing the heavy com- 
ponent. 

The Ontario 
Provincial Offences 
Court in Missis- 
sauga found that 
Cyclone failed as 
an employer to 
comply with meas- 
ures and_ proce- 
dures outlined in 
Ontario Regulation 
851, which states 
that materials, arti- 
cles, or things re- 
quired to be lifted, 
carried or moved, 
shall be lifted, car- 
ried or moved with 
precautions and 
safeguards, to en- 
sure that it does 
not endanger the 
safety 0 any 
worker. 

Cyclone also re- 
ceived a 25 per 
cent victim fine 
surcharge, as re- 


Ey 


Habit, 


quired by the 
Provincial Offences 
Act. 

eal | am 


bi 
Habila pigbite @ f= 25 
- = 


490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 


e volunteer 


e donate funds or food 
e hold a food drive 
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Residents charged after house 
flouts COVID i party 


Dozens of residents 
were charged and 
more than $47,000 
in fines were issued 
after a house party 
was busted up in 
Mississauga this past 
weekend. 

Police attended an 
Airbnb rental unit in 
the Ninth Line and 
Deepwood Heights 
area early Sunday 
morning, around 
12:30 a.m., after re- 
ceiving noise com- 
plaints. 

Upon attending, of- 
ficers found an esti- 
mated 60 peopl in 
attendance, and is- 
sued 27 fines of $880 
to guests. 

Two of the atten- 
dees at the event 
were also charged 


and charged with ob- 
struction of justice 
after failing to iden- 
tify themselves, said 
representatives from 
Peel Police. 

Two _ individuals 
who hosted the party 
also received a court 
summons with a 
minimum fine of 
$10,000 as part of 
current COVID-19 
restrictions. 

The guests, who are 
said to have been 


mainly “young 
adults” flouted the 
current COVID-19 


restrictions, said Peel 
Police Deputy Chief 
Marc Andrews. 

“Tt’s a tough time 
for everyone,” said 
Andrews. “These an- 
tics help no one.” 


The event appeared 
to be taking place in- 
doors, and the prop- 
erty owners were 
absent at the time of 
police arrival. 

Airbnb later 
claimed in a state- 
ment to media out- 
lets that the 
behaviour at the 
event was “outra- 
geous,” and said that 
they were in touch 
with city officials to 
provide support. 

“(We) have deacti- 
vated the listing as 
we investigate fur- 
ther,” Airbnb 
spokesperson 
Nathan Rotman said 
Monday. 

Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie also 
called the situation 


“disappointing,” and 
indicated that it is 
important for resi- 
dents to know that 
the city and police 
are taking the situa- 
tion seriously. 

Peel Region re- 
mains in the “Red- 
Control” level of the 
province’s COVID-19 
framework through 
Dec. 21, which saw 
most non-essential 
businesses in the city 
close indoor opera- 
tions. Representa- 
tives from the 
province have said 
that the current in- 
fection rates are 
being monitored in 
the region, and that 
the framework is re- 
assessed every two 
weeks 


Zietsma tapped as new 
Director of Recreation 


Mississauga’s act- 
ing Director of 
Recreation, 
Kristina Zietsma, 
has been tapped to 
fill the role perma- 
nently, the city an- 
nounced last week. 

Zietsma, who took 
on the acting role 
earlier this year, 
will oversee the 
city’s Recreation 
Division, which is 
responsible for 
recreational pro- 

rams, community 

acilities, partner- 
ships and more. 

“Kristina has a 
great understand- 
ing of the many 
business areas in 
the Recreation 
portfolio from her 
time working at our 
community centres 
and working her 


way up the manage- 
ment ranks,” said 
Shari Lichterman, 
Commissioner of 
Community Serv- 
ices. “My thanks to 
her for her leader- 
ship of the division 
during this transi- 
tion, while manag- 
ing through the 
pandemic and its 
significant impact 
to our services and 
staff.” 

Zietsma has 
worked for the City 
for over 16 years, in 
various front-line 
and leadership 
roles. She has led 
key projects for the 
division over the 
years, from enter- 
prise system re- 
placement to fee 
assistance pro- 
grams. 


Attention small businesses 


success. 


APPLYING FOR 
A GRANT? 


Attend an online Grant Writing 101 workshop 


brampton.ca/abf 


ADVANCE 
BRAMPTON 
FUND 


to learn the fundamentals of grant writing for 


For dates and to registration visit 


X@ BRAMPTON 
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News BUSINESS 


Province puts plans into motion for vaccine rollout 


by Alex Gregory 
When the call 
comes, they'll be 


ready 
Provincial repre- 
sentatives were 


on-hand Tuesday 
to announce that 
Ontario has the ca- 
pability to distrib- 
ute a vaccine 
provincially. 
Health Minister 
Christine Elliott 
and Solicitor Gen- 
eral Sylvia Jones 
toured pharma- 
ceutical company 
McKesson Canada 
in Brampton, as 
they planned a 
rollout of a 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
"Collaborating 
with industry ex- 
perts in health 
care and logistics 
will be key to en- 
suring we are pre- 
ared by Dec. 31 
or the fi rst phase 
of rolling out 
COVID-19  vac- 
cines, when they 
are available," said 
Elliott, who said 


McKesson may be 
one of the sites 
chosen to help 
store and distrib- 
ute a vaccine. 

The announce- 
ment came on the 
back of a prior no- 
tice that retired 
General Rick 


Hillier had been 
recruited to over- 
see a provincial lo- 
gistics strategy for 
the vaccine, with 


distribution chan- 
nels yet to be de- 
cided. 

The federal gov- 
ernment will out- 
line what 
requirements are 
needed for specific 
vaccines, said Pre- 
mier Doug Ford in 
a statement. 

"This is a mas- 
sive undertaking 
and here in On- 
tario we are fortu- 


job done," 


nate to have the 
health, industry 
and logistical ex- 
pertise to get the 
said 
Ford. "I will con- 
tinue to press the 
federal govern- 
ment for more in- 
formation on the 
status of these vac- 
cines." 

The planning and 
implementation of 
an immunization 


program will be 
based on previous 
experience from 
the logistical roll- 
out of personal 
protective equip- 
ment, said Jones. 
"Our government 
is leveraging the 
expertise and re- 
sources of key in- 
dustry partners to 
ensure Ontario is 
ready for the safe 
and efficient roll- 


out of COVID-19 
vaccines across the 


province," said 
Jones. "We are 
confident these 


key partners will 
support the work 
of our task force, 
led by General 
Hillier, to prepare 
for the next step of 
Ontario's recovery 
and keep Ontari- 
ans safe." 


Canadians hopeful despite COVID panic, says World Vision 


Canadians con- 
firm that COVID 
will have a poe 
impact on holi- 


day celebrations 
and __ traditions 
this year, but 


most remain op- 
timistic about 
the future, ac- 
cording to a new 
IPSOS poll con- 
ducted on behalf 
of World Vision. 

The survey re- 
veals that Cana- 
dian compassion 
for those less 
fortunate re- 
mains strong 
with most (88 
per cent) agree- 
Ing we need to 


spend more time 
focusin on 
those who need 
help, and 75 per- 


cent indicatin 
the woul 
rat er receive a 


meaningful gift 
that helps oth- 
ers. 

However, 
Canadians ad- 
mitted their 
ability to lend 
their support by 
giving to or vol- 
vere for 
charities has de- 
creased signifi- 
cantly because 
of the COVID 
crunch. 

While the coro- 


navirus has 
changed every 
aspect of our 
lives, Canadian 
attitudes to- 
wards the im- 


ortance of the 

oliday season 
has changed lit- 
tle since a simi- 
lar IPSOS poll 
was conducted 
five years ago. 

"Financial and 
social pressures 
will likely reduce 
holiday _shop- 
ping and gift 
giving," says 
Sean Simpson at 


IPSOS. "But 
Canadians are 
determined to 


make the most 
of the situation 
and still feel 
hopeful and op- 
timistic about 
the future. En- 
fee the 
data shows that 
not much _ has 
changed in the 
ast five years: 
espite changes 
in Presidents 
and Prime Min- 
isters, shiftin 
pop culture an 
the onset of a 
lobal pan- 
emic, Canadi- 
ans are just as 
likely as they 
were five years 
ago to highlight 


—o- 


the holidays as a 
time ay. ivin 
gifts oe 
ones al elp- 
ing those less 
fortunate." 

The poll shows 
that Canadian 
values are work- 
ing in action, 
said World Vi- 
sion Canada 
CEO and presi- 
dent Michael 
Messenger. 

"Canadians 
continue to 
show. compas- 
sion for those in 
need, even 
though the pan- 
demic has af- 
fected our own 


ability to di- 
rectly help oth- 
ers in various 
ways. Being able 
to share what 
matters to are 
ee 

charitable gift to 
help others who 
are less fortu- 


nate, is a won- 
derful option, 
both here and 
around the 
world." 

The poll also 
indicated that 


80 per cent of 
respondents will 
avoid in-person 
holiday _ events 
or gatherings 
this year. 
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Canadian light jet, turboprop sales pickup amid pandemic 


Mississauga’s 
Skyservice Busi- 
ness Aviation an- 
nounced _ earlier 
this week that it 
has “taken flight” 
with record activ- 
ity for light jet and 
turboprop _ air- 
craft, selling seven 
aircraft over the 
past twelve weeks. 

The aviation 
unit, which is the 
exclusive dealer 
for Hondajet in 
Canada and one of 
the largest aircraft 
brokerage firms in 
Canada, said that 
light jet and tur- 
boprops are in 
high demand as 
they have lower 
operating costs 
relative to other 
business jet op- 
tions. 


"Business avia- 
tion provides a 
safer, more con- 
venient means of 
transportation --- 
attributes that are 
highly sought 
after in today's 
pandemic envi- 
ronment," said 
Lyne Barbeau, the 
company’s vice- 
president of busi- 
ness aviation. 

Skyservice is an 
accredited dealer 
and proud mem- 
ber of IADA (In- 
ternational 
Aircraft Dealers 
Association), the 
global standards 
body for aircraft 
brokerage. 

The success of 
Skyservice's Air- 
craft Sales and Ac- 
quisition group 


reflects the com- 
pany's expertise, 
reputation and 
commitment to 
value for  cus- 
tomers, said pres- 
ident and COO 
Benjamin Murray. 
"Our sales team 
leverages our 
depth of knowl- 
edge across the 
organization to 
bring unparalleled 
expertise to the 
sales and acquisi- 
tion process for 
our clients," said 
Murray. "From 
the initial discus- 
sions of aircraft 
ownership to the 
investment and 
management of 
the aircraft, the 
Skyservice team 
delivers industry- 
leading value to 


the customer." 
During the pan- 

demic, Skyservice 

provided compli- 


mentary aircraft 
consultations to 
aircraft owners 
looking to right- 


size their aircraft 
based on current 
and future needs. 


Province announces $13.6 million for hard-hit schools 


Schools in Peel 
and other hard- 
hit regions will 
soon benefit from 


additional sup- 
ports, the 
province an- 
nounced last 
week. 


$13.6 million is 
being provided to 
schools within 
the “Red-Con- 
trol” level regions 
currently in the 
COVID-19 frame- 
work, the 
province an- 


nounced last 
Thursday. 
The funding will 


support a number 
of initiatives re- 
lated to. safety 
during the pan- 
demic, including 
stabilization 


funding, if 
needed, the 
launch of addi- 
tional learning 
portals and the 
hiring of new 
teachers and 
staff. 

"Ensuring the 


safety of stu- 
dents, teachers 
and staff is our 
government's top 
priority. That's 
why we _ devel- 
oped the most ro- 
bust and 
comprehensive 
plan in the coun- 
try to safely re- 
open _ schools," 
said Premier 
Doug Ford, who 
attended St. Mar- 
cellinus Second- 
ary School in 
Mississauga, 


alongside Educa- 
tion Minister 
Stephen Lecce, to 


make the = an- 
nouncement. 
"This plan is 


now giving us the 
flexibility to ex- 


pand_ voluntary 
testing and pro- 
vide additional 


funding to sup- 
port all of our 
school boards in 
priority commu- 
nities." 

The province 
also said in a re- 


lease that it 
would be launch- 
ing a testing pro- 
gram aimed 
towards volun- 
tary testing of 
asymptomatic 
students and staff 
in the hardest-hit 
regions of the 
province, and will 
be working with 


local school 
boards to imple- 
ment the pro- 
gram. 

Peel is one of 
several regions, 


alongside 
Durham, Halton, 


Waterloo and 
Hamilton, to ben- 
efit from _ the 


school funding. 
"We are build- 
ing upon our plan 
to protect stu- 
dents, staff, and 
families by ex- 
panding funding, 


testing, and 
training, along 
with interactive 
learning sup- 


ports, to keep our 
schools open and 
safe," said Lecce. 
"Expanding tar- 
geted testing will 
introduce a criti- 
cal layer of pre- 
vention for 
schools in regions 
of the province 


that currently 
have a high num- 
ber of active 


COVID-19 cases 
that will help en- 
sure we continue 
to deliver safe 
and open schools 
for our kids." 
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Brampton Entrepreneurs serve up Flavours of Thailand 


The Brampton 
community is 
home to many dif- 
ferent cultures and 
as a result, many 
delicious cuisines. 

The co-founders 
of Palette Foods, 
Salima Neek Gilani 
and Alykhan Ja- 
davji, distribute 
Blue Elephant pre- 
mium Thai food 
products to the 
Canadian market. 

Salima, is born 
and raised in Thai- 
land, so she has a 
connection to the 
country and its cul- 
ture that goes be- 
yond a culinary 
experience. Her 
passion combined 
with Alykhan’s 
culinary prowess 
makes them the 
perfect team. 

They are so dedi- 
cated to their craft, 
that they moved 
back to Thailand 
for two years to 
make sure they 
provide customers 
with the best prod- 
ucts. 

In 2018, the 
Palette Foods duo 
started selling their 
all-natural, preser- 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


vative-free, award 
winning products. 
To get their food 
directly to the con- 
sumer, they went 
to local farmers’ 
markets and the 
Canadian Grocery 
Federation Expo. 
Consumer recep- 
tion has been fan- 
tastic and_ they 
have since gained a 


loyal customer 
base! 

From the inde- 
pendent buyer 


looking for a con- 
venient meal, to 
families with a love 
for authentic cui- 
sine, customers are 
always asking for 
more of their deli- 
cious products. 

Some favourites 
include their Thai 
Curry sauces and 
Pad  Thai/Satay 
Kits. They have 
since expanded to 
online sales and 
are projected to be 
over 200,000 by 
the end of next 
year. 

To receive train- 
ing and mentor- 


ship as __ their 
operations grow, 
Salima and 


CALEDON 


the adtesd Coume of bumnena 


CBI 


WWW.CALEDON.CA/CBIZ 


Alykhan took part 
in the Brampton 
Entrepreneur Cen- 
tre’s Starter Com- 
pany Plus Recovery 
Stream program. 
When reflecting 
on their experience 
they said, “Partici- 
pating in BEC’s 
program was a fan- 
tastic experience. 
During the Covid- 
19 pandemic it al- 
lowed us to refocus 
our efforts and 
consider the best 
options to move 
our business for- 
ward in a positive 
direction. The sup- 
port provided by 
Daniel and team 
was very beneficial 
and we are truly 
grateful for the 
help provided by 
the Brampton En- 
trepreneur Centre.” 
Palette Foods is a 
small business 
doing big things in 
Brampton by offer- 
ing convenience 
and authenticity in 
delicious packages. 


Their products 
can be bought by 
visiting _blueele- 


phantcanada.com. 


CALEDON BUSINESS 
INNOVATION ZONE 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


What is your opin- 
ion on the COVID-19 
vaccine, and how 
successful it will be? 

Will we get a 
choice? Some people 
may have a choice, 
but most people will 
likely get what is 
available. 

There may be over 
five billion doses of a 
potential vaccine 
needed. You may 
need to wait some- 
time to get any vac- 
cine. 

We have no real 
idea when the vac- 
cines will be avail- 
able. Governments 
are now _ signing 
agreements to get 
whatever vaccines 
may be available if 
they get government 
approval for general 
distribution. 

There is also the 
matter of priority. 
Being an older resi- 
dent, I have a low 
priority, so that I will 
be waiting for some 
time. Health care 
workers and the eld- 
erly should priority. 

You may also need 
testing to make sure 
you have effective 
immunity. If not, you 
may need to try an- 
other vaccine. Or an- 
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other dose. 

If you understand 
the history of vac- 
cines, the creation of 
a COVID-19 vaccine 
will be a_ lifetime 
achievement. 

This is not just 
about winning the 
Olympic gold medal. 
That is, if a specific 
decisive vaccine is 
created, causing the 
disease to be ren- 


dered inert. 
Vaccines for any 
significant disease 


can take up to 10 
years to research, 
trial and reach the 
public. It took 47 
years to make the 
polio vaccine, 42 
years to make the 
chickenpox vaccine, 
43 years to make the 
Ebola vaccine, 13 
years to make the 
hepatitis B vaccine, 
and it took H.P. I. 

61 years after first 
being discovered, 
AIDS has not been 
cured yet. In the last 
200 years, only 
smallpox has been 
eradicated. 

Also, no human in- 
fectious disease has 
yet been eradicated, 
but scientists world- 
wide are now work- 
ing to eliminate the 


—e— 


Coronavirus. 

The vaccine has 
been developed in 
just ten months, with 
many candidates 
being developed 
around the world. 

The companies that 
make these vaccines 
are making various 
claims about the suc- 
cess of their vaccines. 

Pfizer claims to be 
up to 95 per cent ef- 
fective in its vac- 
cines. Moderna 
claims it is 94.5 per 
cent successful, Rus- 
sia's Sputnik V says 
it’s at 95 per cent, 
Oxford and_ As- 
traZeneca vaccines at 
gO per cent and CO- 
VAXIN being devel- 
oped in India at 60 
per cent. 

All these results 
have come from the 
third phase of the 
trial conducted in a 
controlled environ- 
ment, but its success 
rate will fall when it 
reaches the general 


public. 
Because people are 
divided into two 


groups during the 
trial, half of them are 
vaccinated, and half 
are not. 

Pfizer's trial in- 
volved 43,000 peo- 
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The Challenges Of Distributing a COVID-19 Vaccine 


ple, 170 of whom 
contracted COVID- 
19, but 162 were not 
vaccinated, while 
eight were  vacci- 
nated, accounting for 
95 per cent of the 
vaccine. The vaccine 
has been claimed to 
be successful, but its 
effectiveness was not 
significant. 

Efficacy means that 
during the trial, the 
vaccine was found to 
be able to cure peo- 
ple up to 95 percent. 
The people involved 
in the trial are usu- 
ally healthy. They do 
not already have a 
serious illness. 

When the same 
vaccine is given to 
millions of people 
worldwide, the real 
effect will be known 
because, according 
to The Lancet Med- 
ical Journal, 95 per 
cent of the world's 
people already have 
some form of the dis- 
ease. That will accu- 
rately determine the 
percentage of their 
success in different 
people and in differ- 
ent situations. 

Countries world- 
wide have started 
preparing to buy 
these different vac- 


cines, but all the na- 
tions will provide 
them to only 20 to 25 
per cent of the people 
in the next one year. 
In the first phase, the 
vaccine will be given 
to healthcare profes- 
sionals, the second 
phase will be pro- 
vided to social care 
workers, the third 
phase will be pro- 
vided to people over 
65, and the fourth 
phase will be pro- 
vided to the public. 

The vaccine usually 
needs to be stored at 
a temperature of 2 to 
3 degrees Celsius. 

This will not be 
challenging to main- 
tain in rich countries, 
but in poor and de- 
veloping countries 
where resources are 
scarce, and power is 
insufficient, storing 
them can be a daunt- 
ing task. 

Vaccines are given 
not after infection, 
but to prevent infec- 
tion. Most vaccines 
are made using a 
weakened virus or a 
vaccine made from a 
dead virus. 

Therefore, after 
getting this vaccine, 
people may show 


symptoms of 


COVID-19 such as 
high fever, muscle 
aches, loss of con- 
centration and 
headache. 

This is because the 
body's immune sys- 
tem recognizes and 
fights the virus and 
develops immunity 
against it. A second 
dose of the vaccine 
follows this. 

Its side effects are 
less severe than be- 
fore. There are often 
four types of vaccines 
that work against in- 
fections. 

The first is the ge- 
netic vaccine, in 
which the genes of 
the virus activate the 
body's immune sys- 
tem. 

The second is the 
viral vector vaccine, 
the vaccine enters 
the body's cells, and 
the cells begin to 
make proteins that 
fight the virus. 

The third is the 
protein-based vac- 
cine, which contains 
proteins from the 
coronavirus. 

The fourth is the 
inactivated vaccine, 
which is made from a 
weakened or inacti- 
vated virus. 
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Supporting Drive Test Centres in Orangeville 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Transportation 
Minister Caroline 
Mulroney an- 
nounced last week 
that all in-vehicle 
road tests are can- 


celled in regions 
that are in lock 
down. 


This applies to all 
Drive Test centre 
road tests in the Re- 
gion of Peel and the 
City of Toronto. 
This action has 
been taken to help 
prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. 

Road tests will be 
cancelled automati- 
cally for drivers who 
reside in Peel and 
Toronto and drivers 
will receive a credit 
towards their next 
booking. 

“I am pleased that 
the MTO has di- 


rected the  Dri- 
veTest centres to re- 
strict residents from 
Peel and Toronto 
from being able to 
take a road test at 
the driver exam 
centre in Dufferin,” 
said Jones. 

“This will be in 
place for as long as 
the County of Duf- 
ferin remains at a 
lower COVID-19 
level.” 

"We know that 
these measures will 
result in some peo- 
ple experiencing 
longer wait times 
for road tests," said 
Caroline Mulroney, 
Minister of Trans- 
portation. "How- 
ever, these are 
unprecedented 
times and our num- 
ber one priority is 


the health and 
safety of individu- 
als, families and 


workers." 
DriveTest centres 

in the lockdown re- 

gions will be open 


for indoor services, 
such as knowledge 
tests, with capacity 
limits and COVID- 
19 preventative 
measures in place. 
DriveTest clients 


impacted by can- 
celled tests may re- 
book their road test 
when their region 
moves to a lower 
COVID-19 level. 

If you have any 


questions about 
COVID-19 restric- 
tions, please contact 
my _ Office at 
sylvia.jonesco@pc.o 
la.org or 1-800- 
265-1603. 


MPP announces additional LTC beds in Dufferin-Caledon 


MPP Sylvia 
Jones an- 
nounced this 
week that the 
Avalon Care 


Centre has re- 
ceived approval 
from the 
province to add 
new beds to their 
facility in Or- 
angeville. 

This is one of 


t 


Se 


ae 


29 projects that 


were approved 
across the 
province, lead- 


ing to an addi- 
tional 3,000 new 
and upgraded 
long-term care 
beds across the 
province. 

“The Avalon 
Care Centre has 
a long and proud 


a Fe ee mi 


history in Duf- 
ferin and they 
have been work- 
ing on this rede- 
velopment for 
more than 3 
years,” said 
Jones. “I have 
advocated for 
more beds in 
Dufferin-Cale- 
don for many 
years, With this 


lt 


1 
io oe 


find 


announcement 
and the alloca- 
tion for an addi- 
tional 23 new 
beds and rede- 
velopment of the 
existing spaces is 
great news for 
our community.” 

“It is a stressful 
time when fami- 
lies are unable to 
long-term 


; mere Bt. ° 


care beds close 
to home,” said 
Jones. “It’s diffi- 
cult to plan how 
to care for loved 
ones when there 
is a long wait- 
list.” 

The Minister of 
Long-Term Care, 
Dr. Merrilee 
Fullerton has 
spent the past 
year meeting 
with the 
longterm care 
sector discussing 
building — long- 
term care homes 
and adding beds 
to existing facili- 
ties in Ontario. 

*“Omtario’s 
long-term care 
plan includes a 
$1.75 billion in- 
vestment aimed 
at repairing the 
cracks in our 
aging long-term 
care system, ad- 
dressing our 
growing waitlist, 
building health- 
ier and _ safer 
communities, 
and getting us 


closer to ending 
hallway health 
care,” said 
Fullerton. 

“On behalf of 
everyone at 
Avalon Care 
Centre and Jar- 
lette Health 
Services at ance 
we are 
solutely thrilled 
with the = an- 
nouncement re- 
garding the 
award of new 
Long-Term Care 
beds,” said Julia 
King, Jarlette 
Health Services. 
“We feel hon- 
oured that we 
will be able to 
further extend 
our tradition of 
excellence in 
care to a wider 
demographic of 
seniors in the 
Orangeville com- 
munity as we ex- 
pand our 
capacity from 
136 beds to 160 
beds.” 
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NHL's challenge during COVID much greater than 
other leagues 


The National 
Hockey League de- 
serves a lot of credit. 

Somehow, some- 
way, the managed 
to complete a sea- 
son in the midst ofa 
pandemic, inside 
two hub cities, while 
COVID-19 raged 
across North Amer- 
ica. It was an im- 
pressive feat. 

Ditto for the Na- 
tional Basketball 
Association, the Na- 
tional Football 
League and Major 
League _ Baseball. 
The Big Four North 
American _ sports 
leagues should all 
be very proud of 
their accomplish- 
ments. 

Now we're in the 
second wave of 
COVID. What hap- 

ens with these 

eagues until a vac- 
cine is in wide- 
spread distribution 
and business can re- 
turn to normal? 

The NEL is in the 
midst of its season 
so they will just sol- 
dier on. MLB is 
done until the 


Roger Lajoie 
Sports Scene 


spring, so they have 
some time to figure 
it out. 

The NBA and 
NHL, however, are 
now in the midst of 
figuring out their 
next moves. 

The NBA moved 
swiftly with their 
plan. The 2020-21 
season begins Dec. 
22, with exhibition 
games stating two 
weeks before that. 
That’s next week! 

No bubble this 
time, but they'll 
have a more region- 
ally balanced sched- 
ule, the Toronto 
Raptors playing 
home games in 
Florida, and there 
will either be no 
fans, or a few fans in 
selected States 
where allowed, in 
attendance. 

The league’s ra- 
tionale was simple 
enough. It is based 
on these facts: they 


understand the 
risks of playing in a 
non-bubble, — but 


they feel they can 
keep cases to a min- 
imum with no fans 


in the stands. They 
want to play as 
many games as he 
can 


The Summer 
Olympics start in 
late July so they 
have to finish before 
then. They have a 
very lucrative televi- 
sion deal so _ al- 
though no fans will 
hurt them badly, a 

“made for i 
schedule is __ still 
worth it. Christmas 
Day is a massive day 
for their TV con- 
tract and an impor- 
tant marketing tool 
and tradition. 

Those are the rea- 
sons they are start- 
ing Dec. 22, plain 
and simple, even 
though COVID-19 
continues to rage. 

I'm not going to 
sell the NBA short 
after the terrific job 
they did on its Or- 
lando bubble, even 
though there is a lot 
of risk involved with 
those timelines. So 
off they go. 

The NHL faces 
similar risks of 
course. Their situa- 
tion, however, is 
even more challeng- 


ing. 

Another “made for 
TV” full season 
doesn’t make sense 
for the NHL. While 


the league’s TV con- 
tracts have im- 
proved in_ recent 
years, the NHL still 
depends on gate re- 
ceipts for an esti- 
mated 45 per cent 
of its revenue. Com- 
pleting last season 
was all about cut- 
ting losses — and it 
did do that. 

But a whole sea- 
son otentially 
without fans? That 
would be a disaster. 

The virus is calling 
the shots here. 
That’s true for every 
single one of us. 

ae are com- 

down the 
pipeline and no- 
ody can be certain 
when the rollout is 
in full swing, but 
even the most opti- 
mistic guesses 
aren't until much 
later in 2021. 

Until there’s a 
widespread usage of 
a vaccine, there will 
be no large gather- 
ings of people. 
Without crowds in 
the stands, the NHL 
is not economically 
viable without some 
serious compro- 
mises from its own- 
ers and players to 
find creative solu- 
tions. 

It is no different 
than what has be- 


fallen many other 
businesses in the 
eople gathering 
usiness, like 
restaurants and ho- 
tels. 

You do your best 
to survive in a pan- 
demic. You take ad- 
vantage of any 
government breaks 
you can get. Yout 
and hate on antl 
better days arrive. 

But when _ the 
point comes where 
you are losing 
MORE money stay- 
ing open than clos- 
ing down for a 
while, you make the 
painfu decision to 
close down. That is 
not the case yet for 
the vast majority of 
NHL teams, but 
there are a few. 

Right now it’s 
a it for the NBA 
to get the season 
started. It is not for 
the NHL. That’s 
why the NBA is 
playing Dec. 22 and 
the NHL is playing 
who knows when. 

It’s an old hockey 
joke: How do you 

ecome a million- 
aire? Become a bil- 
lionaire and buy a 
hockey team. It’s 
tongue-in-cheek 
mostly, but there’s 
some truth to that. 

The hockey team 


owning _ business 
can be quite a chal- 
lenge in some mar- 
kets at the best of 
times, but during a 
andemic with no 
ans? That chal- 
lenge becomes 
enormous. 

I think they'll fig- 
ure something out. 
Richer teams will 
help the poorer 
teams get by. The 
players: aall ‘defer 
more salary. Here’s 
hoping they can 
play sometime in 
early 2021 so they 
can get some kind 
of a season in. 

However, it’s not 
Ree tobe easy and 

a fee pain 

be deep. 

“The big four pro 
sports leagues all 
have challenges, but 
the NHL’s are far 
deeper. That’s why 
the NBA is playing 
so quickly and the 
NHL is not. 


Roger Lajoie is a 
sports talk show 
host on Sportsnet 
p90 The Fan. He’s 

een in the sports 
media business for 
40 years, and was 
Vice President of 
the Mississauga St. 
Michael’s Majors in 
2011-12. 


Beast, other teams on ice as league announces 2020-21 suspension 


The ECHL an- 
nounced Wednes- 
day that each of 
the six teams in 
the North Divi- 
sion — including 
Brampton Beast, 
Adirondack 


Thunder, Maine 
Mariners, New- 
foundland 
Growlers, Read- 
ing Royals and 
Worcester’ Rail- 


ers, have elected 
a Voluntary Sus- 
pension for the 
2020-2021 ECHL 


Season under the 
League’s policy 
for COVID-19. 
The teams will re- 
turn to play in the 
2021-2022 ECHL 
season. 

“This is an un- 
fortunate day for 
the ECHL and our 
fans, staff and 
players in the 
North Division,” 
said ECHL Com- 
missioner Ryan 
Crelin. “While it 
is gratifying to 
have the North 


Division —_ unify 
and _ collectively 
make this diffi- 
cult decision to- 


gether amidst 
their jurisdic- 
tional restric- 
tions, it is 


immensely disap- 
pointing that an 
entire region of 
fans and Players 
will not be able to 
have ECHL 
hockey until the 
2021-22 Season.” 

“This has been a 
very disappoint- 


ing decision for 
the Brampton 
Beast," said 
Brampton Beast 
President and 
General Manager 
Cary Kaplan. "We 
tried everything 
we could to see if 
a season was pos- 
sible. Unfortu- 
nately, along with 
the other five 
teams in our divi- 
sion, we just 
couldn’t see a 
path forward to 
playing this sea- 


—o- 


son. In addition 
to the dramatic 
fan restrictions, 
we also still oper- 
ate in an environ- 


ment with a 
closed U.S. bor- 
der.” 


"We now turn 
our attention to 
October 2021 and 
we are very opti- 


mistic to bring 
Beast hockey 
back to our 
Brampton fans 
and community 
partners," said 


Kaplan. 

Under the terms 
of the 
ECHL/PHPA Col- 
lective Bargaining 
Agreement, all 
Players from the 
Adirondack 
Thunder, Bramp- 
ton Beast, Maine 


Mariners, New- 
foundland 
Growlers, Read- 


ing Royals and 
Worcester Railers 
are free agents for 
the 2020-21 Sea- 
son immediately. 


by Teammates 


One of the most 
popular television 
shows from 
decades ago was 
“Dragnet” staring 
Jack Webb. 

The iconic actor 
played the role of 
Joe Friday, a po- 
lice officer, who 
said “just the 
facts” when inter- 
viewing people for 
the cases he was 
working on. 

Just the facts 
ma’am. Just the 
facts. 

Facts are impor- 
tant. There are 
certain realities in 
life that must be 
dealt with, so deal- 
ing with “the facts 
of life” is a neces- 
sary skill. 

But far too often 
we confuse our 
feelings with the 
facts. Your feelings 
are not facts. 

Remember that... 
YOUR FEELINGS 
ARE NOT FACTS. 
Neither are your 
thoughts. Your 
feelings are impor- 
tant to deal with 
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and recognize, so 
are your thoughts, 
but feelings and 
thoughts are not 
facts. 

It’s easy to con- 
fuse them as facts 
however. _Some- 
thing bad _ hap- 
pens, we usually 
wind up feeling 
bad and thinking 
bad thoughts. Per- 
fectly natural. 

But when a bad 
feeling hits you, or 
a bad thought hits 
you, stop for a mo- 
ment. __ Breathe. 
And ask yourself a 
crucial three word 
question. 

“Is that true?” 

Assess your life 
and where you are 
right now, really 
examine your cir- 
cumstances. Is 
what you are deal- 
ing with “facts” or 
is it feelings and 


thoughts? 
Your circum- 
stances don’t 


make you sad, it’s 
how you feel about 
your circum- 
stances that make 


you feel sad. Say 
you lost your job, 
which is a very dif- 
ficult circum- 
stance to deal with 
for most of us. 

Your — reaction 
might be some- 
thing like: “I lost 
my job. I feel hor- 
rible about that. 
I’m thinking I will 
never recover from 
this calamity.” 

Is that true? Let’s 
separate the facts 
from the feeling 
and thoughts here. 

Fact — you lost 
your job. That’s a 
circumstance and 
it’s true. 

You feel horrible 
about it and you 
are thinking you 
will never recover 
from the loss. 

Is. That. True? 

Feelings are not 
facts. Thoughts are 
not facts. And how 
we feel and what 
we think about the 
circumstances 
(facts) of our life is 
what brings on 
feelings of sadness 
and hopelessness, 
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How You React To The Facts of Life Is A Choice 


not the actual cir- 


cumstances. 
The job loss is a 
fact. How you 


react to it is a feel- 
ing and a thought, 
not a fact. And 
when you learn the 
wonderful, liberat- 
ing knowledge that 
you can learn to 
control and exam- 
ine your thoughts 
and feelings bet- 
ter, your life 
changes for the 
better. 

You can do that 
by the way. That’s 
a fact. 

When you 
change the way 
you look at things, 
the things you look 
at change. 

Perhaps losing 
the job will just 
lead you to find a 
better one. Per- 
haps the job was 
making you sick 
and tired and you 
had to get out. 

Perhaps when 
you really examine 
your feelings, you 
will realize that 
they are making 


you sad, not the 
job loss. 

Two brothers lost 
their Mom from 
cancer. That is a 


horrible, tragic 
fact. 
One brother 


went around fo- 
cusing on the loss. 
“T feel terrible,” he 
said. “We as a fam- 
ily will never re- 
cover from this 
loss.” 

The other 
brother had 
learned to exam- 
ine his feelings 
and thoughts 
about everything, 
even such a horri- 
ble thing as losing 
a family member. 

“We had a terri- 
ble loss,” he said. 
“But she was in 
pain and now she 
is at peace. Re- 
membering her 
will bring our fam- 
ily even closer to- 
gether.” 

Pain is in- 
evitable. Suffering 
is optional. 

Examine 
feelings 


your 
and 


thoughts about the 
“facts” of your life. 
Are they true? Do 
they lift you up or 
tear you down? If 
they empower you 
to focus on the 

ood, like the later 

rother, focus on 
them. If they do 
not, like the for- 
mer brother, dis- 
card them. 

You can choose 
your reaction to 
your circum- 
stances. That is 
just a fact. 


TEAMMATES 
provides personal 
growth develop- 
ment coaching to 
hel you get to 
where you want to 


go faster! 
Follow us_ on 
@teammatesTrio 


on Facebook & 
Twitter and you 
can reach us at 
email via team- 
mates @rogers.co 


m. 
Look for our blog 

weekly here at Peel 

Weekly News! 


_ a» 


a 
~~ |t’s here! 


4 Download on the 
me oS @ App Store 


Browse, borrow 
and explore from 


anywhere with the 
Brampton Library 


Mobile App. 
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GET IT ON 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Brampton artist enters the big leagues in RBC program 


A Brampton- 
based R&B/soul 
singer is one of 27 
performers picked 
for a_ prestigious 
emerging artist 
program. 

17 year-old Osé 
made the cut in the 
second round of the 
RBCxMusic _ pro- 
gram, which gives 
emerging artists 
the opportunity to 


Osé (Photo Cour- 

tesy of Black and 
White Media X 
O.T.D. Studio Ay 5 


vy, 
j | 
] é‘ 


showcase their 
music to a wide au- 
dience and receive 
industry support, 
including network- 
ing opportunities, a 
$1,000 stipend. 
The program, 
which was 
launched to help 
emerging musi- 
cians during the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, has put the 


——* 


y 


spotlight on dozens 
of musicians 
throughout _ the 
country, including 
work helmed 
through The Remix 
Project, an organi- 
zation that serves 
marginalized and 
underserved. 

For Osé, the op- 
portunity was a 
dream come true. 

"I loved being 


surrounded by 
music.... once i 
started to sing 


more, people told 
me that I should 
turn it into some- 
thing,” said — the 
singer in an inter- 
view with Peel 
Weekly News on 
Wednesday. 

She launched her 
musical career this 
past January and 
has been creating 
her own journey 
through social 
media and music 
videos. 

Yet, for the 
emerging artist, the 
idea to become an 
artist had a per- 
sonal connection - 
her late grand- 
mother, who sang 
and made records, 
but never had an 
opportunity to ex- 
pand her career. 

“She never lived 
out her dream,” 
said Osé, who said 
that dream of be- 
coming a_ profes- 
sional singer is 
something she 
wanted to push 
herself towards. 

Osé was the first 
featured performer 


of the second round 
of the program, 
hosting a_ virtual 
performance on In- 
stagram on Nov. 
28. 

Despite beginning 
this year, the local 
singer has always 
accomplished sev- 
eral accolades, 
recording several 
music videos, gar- 
nering airplay on 
multiple stations 
including G098.7 
and 100.5 FM, and 
performing in the 
Toronto-based 
Manifesto Festival, 
which was held vir- 
tually. 

Culture plays a 
big role in her 
songwriting, she 
said, noting that 
her influences in- 
clude Erykah Badu 
and Mary J. Blige, 
among other famed 
R&B artists. 

Of course, she 
was committed to 
pursuing the RBCx- 
Music program, 
even after being 
told that auditions 
had already ended 
for the first round 
of students. 

"I was just wait- 


ing... and looking 
every time,” she 
said. “I was so at- 
tentive. I have to be 
a part of this." 

The mentorship 
programs for mem- 
bers of the program 
include seven-week 
workshops between 
artists and industry 
professionals and 
special guest speak- 
ers, along with a se- 
ries of moderated 


discussions with 
alumni from the 
program. 


As for what she 
wants audiences to 
take away from her 
music, Osé says she 
wants to focus on 
feelings of “rawness 
and unfiltered 
emotions... just 
something authen- 
tic when it comes to 
relationships, or 
family issues or 
struggles. I've been 
there, and_ I've 
known others 
who've been there." 

"It forces tyou to 
look at things from 
a different perspec- 
tive... it's not all 
about you." 


Theatre group unveils “Conversations and Connections” 


This month, 
Mississauga- 
based Sawitri 


Theatre Group is 
unveiling Conver- 
sations and Con- 
nections; a 
platform for 
artists of Missis- 
sauga to build re- 
lationships 
between and 
amongst each 
other across vari- 
ous artistic disci- 
plines. 

The artists will 
present their work 
to online audi- 
ences followed by 
a facilitated con- 


versation where 
the artist can 
share their knowl- 
edge and journey 
with emerging 
and mid- career 
artists and _ ex- 
plore collabora- 
tions. 
Conversations 
and Connections 
has been concep- 
tualized by artists 
Anu Radha 
Verma, Sharada 
Eswar and Jas- 
mine Sawant. 
The artists are 
established in 
their disciplines 
and will share 


their journey with 
the audience and 
with other artists. 


Technical 

The event will be 
featured on 
streaming serv- 


ices from 7 - 8 
p.m. on Dec. 7, 14 
and 21. No ticket 
price is required, 
but donations will 
be accepted. 

For more infor- 
mation or to reg- 
ister, visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/c 
onversations-con- 
nections-tickets- 
128132139679. 
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Seasonal Holiday Markets - The Best in Peel and Halton! 


by E.C. Munson 


The snowy winter wonderland returns for much of Peel, Duf- 
ferin, and Halton, with more and more arts organizations and 
groups decking out their websites with a plethora of seasonal 
treasures to discover. 

An informal virtual Artful & Artisanal Commerce Corridor of 
seasonal markets has emerged with bazaars, markets, and 
shows for shopping online from local makers. 


e —— 


} 
~———-The Museum ta 
Dufferin (Photo 
see aUrtesy of Heather 


Pollack) 


Going live this week are Arts on the Credit and the Museum 
of Dufferin, which ‘bookend’ the north-south axis on this Artful 
& Artisanal Commerce Corridor, with Beaux Arts Gallery and 
ArtTrendZ in the middle and Credit Valley Artisans and Head- 
waters Arts to the northwest. The virtual platforms ensure a 
safe visit which you can access from the comfort of your arm- 
chair. Arrangements vary for payment and pickups or delivery. 

Arts On The Credit launches their new virtual the-dimen- 
sional show, Inspiration!, over Zoom on Dec. 3 at 7 p.m.. RSVP 
at contact@artsonthecredit.ca for the ZOOM link. “You will be 
able to contact the artists directly to purchase their work and 
add to your collection, directly from the gallery,” the group said 
in a recent release. 


Museum of Dufferin’s 16th annual Holiday Treasures show 
opened on Dec. 1 and runs through Dec. 12, with both virtual 
and on-site shopping. Book ahead at (519) 941-1114 for moni- 
tored access to shop in person. 

The show is open Tuesdays — Saturdays from 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
and on Thursdays, 11 a.m. — 7 p.m. 

The MoD is located north on Airport Road in Mulmur, On- 
tario (LoV OL3). This show traditionally draws artists and arti- 
sans from across Ontario. For more information, visit the 
website at www.dufferinmuseum.com/event/holiday-trea- 
sures. 


VIRTUAL HOLIDAY 
BAZAAR 


Extended 
December 1-7 
Art and handcrafted gifts 
all under $100 


ArtsTrendZ continues their Virtual Holiday Bazaar! on the 
Facebook platform with seven days of a mini showcase. Start- 
ing Dec. 2, each of the artists will present a special offer with 
all items still competitively priced at $100 and under! 

Visit each of the seven boutiques at www.facebook.com/Art- 
Trendz-An-Artist-Collective-1720407324932353. 

And staying ‘LIVE’ for the month of December, you can still 
check out almost 100 artists from six different guilds at Arts 
Burlington’s Online Christmas Sale at _ bulldog-tiger- 


ksdw.squarespace.com/gallery. 

Weavers, carvers, potters, hookers, fine art, and photography, 
it is clear that those creative makers have been busy in their 
studios. 


: mS whiny 


Se bore ee 


Visual Arts Brampton, A Non-profit Arts Community Encour- 
aging Creativity, has Gift Certificates to use for their popular 
Zoom Paint Nights or even Memberships. Visit their Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/vabarts, to see a range of their activ- 
ities, or look at the courses offered on their website, at www.vi- 
sualartsbrampton.com. Questions? Call (905) 453-9142 or 
email info@visualartsbrampton.com. 

Find more information on the paint nights at www.visualarts- 
brampton.com/programs/evening-out/paint-night. 


Live via Zoom 


Great 
Holiday 
Gift Idea 


ww @ Home 
Valo visvatarrs 


Credit Valley Artisans in Georgetown has also opened up their 
online Christmas Sale featuring artist members from three of 
their guilds. These include the Palette & Pencil Guild, Potters 
& Sculptors Guild, and Stained Glass Artisans. 

For more information on the event, visit the Credit Valley Ar- 
tisans website at www.creditvalleyartisans.ca. 


Log-in and 
Paint 


VisualArtsBrampton.com 


Continued on Next Page 
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Shopping the Artful Corridor of Commerce! 


Continued from Previous Page 


Headwaters Arts has two online shows available to view on- 
line and purchase work from through their website. Personal- 
ized arrangements for buying, pickup and/or delivery in further 
detail at these links for both shows. 

HA’s annual festival, the Artful Revival Festival Exhibition, at 
www.headwatersarts.com/3d-virtual-tour/, hangs through 
mid-December with work from artists across Ontario. Cape 
Breton Highlands, Sherry Park’s solo show is on through Jan. 
3, 2021 atwww.headwatersarts.com/sherry-park-cape-breton- 
highlands/. 


Headwaters 


arts 


Beaux Arts Gallery opened at their new location with Winter 
Art Show and Sale, a virtual show running through Jan. 31, 
2021, sponsored by the Downtown Brampton BIA. Prepare to 
be amazed at the range of work in this show! 

Artists come from the southwest in Burlington, up north in 
Mono, and from all over Peel Region to enter work in shows at 
this gem of a gallery. For more information, visit 
www.beauxartsbrampton.org/copy-of-exhibitions-1. 


CAUK ‘a (G AN ARTIST RUN GALLERY 
BRAMPTON 
EST. 2002 


Rees 


ALIAS 
— SALE 2020 
SHOW DATES: NOVEMBER 19 - JANUARY 31, 2021 


ii] Downtown 


sponsored by Brampton BIA 


These corridors of artful commerce that the ‘creatives’ travel 
show the network which underlies and contributes to many of 
the province’s busiest tourism destinations. Artists, who nor- 
mally would see each other throughout the year doing shows, 
holiday markets, and exhibitions around the province, can now 
reconnect virtually and safely with the public, as the large fes- 
tivals and onsite annual shows were closed. 

These same artists have met all year, as health protocols have 
allowed, at their various guild studios, for Zoom meetings and 


art workshops, and for plein air painting. And yes, some stal- 
wart souls do this in the winter. 

Creativity and the passion for expression are a need for artists, 
which then are shared outwards into their communities for in- 
spiration and enjoyment. Let’s meet some of the people who 
have kept the marketing avenues open and vital for these 
largely, non-for-profit groups. 

When you hear the call going out to, “Just ask the GOAT”, you 
are about to meet the ‘Goddess Of All Things’, Monika Schaefer, 
member of two guilds at the Art Gallery of Burlington, retired 
Erapnie artist, and the driving force behind the Online Holiday 
Sale. 

Yes, it is true that she does know just about everything, from 
glazes, to fibre art, and the restructuring of the Arts Burlington 
website. She has taken on their part-time position as liaison 
with all six guilds at the Art Gallery of Burlington. 

Oh, and about those ceramic ladybugs she makes - the pro- 
ceeds of all sales go to buying livestock which is shipped in 
groups of five to different communities in Uganda. And of 
course, it’s goats! Monika has donated monies for 38 full-sized 
goats at $125 a grown animal! 

From central controller of all possible pandemonium in an el- 
ementary classroom, you can meet Marie Payne of Arts On The 
Credit . She retired to explore more of her creative talents, 
namely weaving. “Well, my friend Sue Riley and I, we got tired 
of just lugging our own things around and setting them up at 
different craft shows, so we wanted to elevate it into something 
more about artisans and fine art ...” 

The story continues with Marie laughing at different points 
and commenting, “I just went with the flow.” The organiza- 
tional structure of AOTC has kept pace with the needs of the 
group the past 10 years; from webmaster to board of directors, 
then non-profit status, to annual shows in Port Credit at the 
Waterside Inn. 

They started 12 years ago with Art Tours, which became the 
Art Drive this year; Marie says to look for two more of those in 
2021. Newer initiatives are, their ‘Wearable Art’ shows and 
their first Virtual Gallery Exhibition, going live Dec. 3. 

Of note with this artful commerce are the partnerships and 
alliances built within their business communities. MoD’s Hol- 
iday Treasures long-time sponsor is IN THE HILLS MAGA- 
ZINE. The BIA in Brampton is a regular sponsor and promoter 
of initiatives with Beaux Arts Gallery. 

Likewise, Visual Arts Brampton has partnered with Shopper’s 
World and Amica around their activities for the Boys and Girls 
Club and other seasonal activities. Mississauga Arts Council 
has created such a foundation of strength for the entire arts 
community by integrating the arts in more of the mainstream 
business community. And of special note, Peel Weekly News, 
for providing space for community contributors, news, and 
events! 

Now when you do your armchair shopping, letting your fin- 
gers do the picking and clicking, you can have a different sense 
of who has helped open up these corridors of artful commerce. 
You can marvel at the 90+ pages the G.O.A.T. created for those 
artists in six guilds and shake your head in wonder at what 
Marie Payne’s, “just going with the flow’, has created. 

People like Monika, Marie and myriads of volunteers, along 
with those community bastions in the arts and cultural sector, 
have made it possible for these exhibitions, sales, bazaars, and 
shows to continue. 
So sit back and take 
a virtual road trip, 
enjoy the safe and 
easy access on these 
sites, and discover a 
treasure trove of 
gifts from local arti- 
sans and artists for a 
season of gift giving 
from local creatives 
and makers. 
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December is the 
last month of the 
year, and usually one 
of the busiest espe- 
cially for families. 

December’s birth- 
stone is the Blue 
Topaz. It is a vivid 
sky-blue gem_ be- 
lieved to enhance 


spiritual connec- 
tions, peace, and 
protection. The 


other gem is the 
Tanzanite which is a 


precious indigo- 
coloured gem. 
Under different 


lighting its shades 
can range from blue 
to violet, and is be- 
lieved to promote 
truth, enlightenment 
and intuition. 
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The December 
flower is the Holly, 
Poinsettia, Narcissus 
or Orchid. Their 
meaning is reassur- 
ance, celebration, 
success, and wealth. 

December has so 
many holidays and 
celebrations. Some 
of the holidays are 
Dec.6 (St Nicholas 
Day); Dec. 11 
(Hanukkah Begins); 
Dec. 12 (Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe); 
Dec. 13 (St Lucia 
Day); Dec. 21 (Yule); 
and Dec. 25 (Christ- 
mas). 

It is a busy month. 
This year, it is going 
to be so different. 
We will do more on- 
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line purchases and 
shopping. 

There won’t be as 
many gatherings, 
but we will have to 
accommodate the 
fact we are going 
through something 
that we have never 
gone through before. 

Who would have 
thought in these 
modern times, we 
would have gone 
through so much in 
just under a year? 

December is a hard 
month for so many. 
It is full of stress to 
have the perfect gift 
or wondering if they 
have enough money 
to buy it. 

Jobs have been lost 
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Health and Wellness - December Is Different 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


or people have had 
to start working 
from home. Working 
is different now. 

Where we could 
have gotten up and 
talked to someone a 
few feet away, that is 
gone mostly. The in- 
teraction is gone or 
lessened. 

Where we would 
have facilities or the 
faculties to look for 
another job, that has 
also lessened. Busi- 
nesses are closing or 
having to do more to 
keep themselves 
open and that is 
more difficult as 
time goes by. 

We have had to ac- 
commodate restric- 
tions with wearing 
masks and social dis- 
tancing. 

Even our children 
have to do this. We 
have never had to do 
that before. No mat- 
ter where you go 
now, that is all you 
see is people wearing 
masks and_ being 
careful where they 
walk. 

Food and treats are 
a big part of the sea- 
son. We are feasting 
so often throughout 


the month. The vari- 
ety that was avail- 
able other years is 
not as much this 
year. 

The restaurants we 
would have enjoyed 
a meal at before 
aren’t as available to 
us now. It is takeout 
or curbside pickup. 
It is the way of life 
now. 

The Christmas 
commercials on tele- 
vision aren’t as pro- 
lific as they were in 
other years. The tel- 
evision programs are 
different without live 
crowds in the audi- 
ence. 

We have to look for 
up-to-date programs 
because filming of 
programs were quite 
different this year. It 
is there but we have 
to work harder for it. 

Every year, there 
are different things 
we have to accom- 
modate and adapt to, 
but this year was the 
most. What it will 
teach us if we allow 
it, is to look at things 
differently. There 
will always be differ- 
ent things each year 
even if we don’t real- 


ize it. People age 
and think differ- 
ently. Children are 
born and marriages 
fail. Businesses 
come and go and we 
change jobs whether 
as a choice or from a 
loss of a job. Sick- 
ness comes and goes 
or if worse, we lose 
someone and grief 
has to be dealt with. 

Each year is differ- 
ent, as is each 
month. We are dif- 
ferent so we adapt 
differently. Be true 
to yourself and do 
the best you can. 

Make it the best for 
you, your family and 
children. They learn 
from you. Believe 
that it will get better 
and you will make 
next year better. 
Journal what you are 
going through this 
year and then next 
year read it over. 

We always seem to 
forget so it is good to 
remember through 
journaling how we 
adapted and did our 
best. 

Celebrate this year 
but celebrate even 
more next year when 
this is all over. 


International AIDS day a time to reflect on progress 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Awareness 
grams were con- 
ducted locally, 
nationally, and inter- 
nationally on the oc- 
casion of World AIDS 
Day on Dec. 1, 2020, 
to unite people 
around the world for 
HIV / AIDS aware- 
ness. 

Since the first case 
of HIV was reported 
in 1981, the virus that 
causes AIDS, has be- 
come one of the most 
serious health and de- 
velopment challenges 
globally. Since the be- 
ginning of the epi- 
demic, approximately 
76 million people 
have been infected 
with HIV. 

Today, since the 
AIDS epidemic, ap- 
proximately 38 mil- 
lion people are 
currently infected 
with HIV, and tens of 
millions of people 


pro- 


have died from AIDS- 
related causes. 

In recent years, the 
number of new HIV 
infections in Canada 
has increased signifi- 
cantly. According to 
the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, the 
number of new HIV 
infections increased 
by 25.5 per cent be- 
tween 2014 and 2018. 
20 per cent of Canadi- 
ans living with HIV 
do not know their 
HIV-positive status. 

The two provinces 
with the largest pro- 
portion of new infec- 
tions are Ontario and 
Quebec. The two 
provinces with the 
highest infection rate 
are Saskatchewan 
and Quebec. 

The human immun- 
odeficiency virus 
(HIV) attacks the 
body's immune sys- 
tem and destroys CD4 


or white blood cells. 
This increases the risk 
of various serious in- 
fections and cancers 
inside Surrey. 

HIV infection is 
caused by infected 
blood, unprotected 
sex with contami- 
nated semen or vagi- 
nal fluids, and the use 
of viral needles. AIDS 
is the final stage of 
HIV infection, which 
will hurt the body's 
immune system. 

Symptoms such as 
fever, chills, sore 
throat, mouth ulcers, 
fatigue, swollen 
lymph nodes, night 
sweats, rashes, and 
muscle aches are ex- 
perienced within 24 
weeks of stage 1 of a 
serious HIV infection. 
These symptoms are 
not seen in some peo- 
ple in stage 1. 

HIV should not be 
considered when any 


symptoms are felt; it 
could be due to some 
other disease. Contact 
your family doctor 
immediately if symp- 
toms persist for a long 
time. Get tested for 
HIV as needed. 

If the number of 
CD4 cells in the test is 
less than 200, it is 
called acquired im- 
munodeficiency syn- 
drome. According to 
the World Health Or- 
ganization, antiretro- 
viral therapy should 
be started immedi- 
ately after screening 
for possible HIV-pos- 
itive people. 

This treatment can 
prevent the spread of 
HIV to others. Preg- 
nant women infected 
with HIV should take 
antiretroviral drugs to 
prevent mother-to- 
child transmission of 
the infection. 

Stage 1 of severe 
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HIV is more likely to 
have an infection in 
the victim's blood. 
The person also feels 
flu-like symptoms. In 
the first stage, HIV 
testing becomes nec- 
essary. This stage of 
chronic infection is 
called asymptomatic 
HIV. This condition 
can be treated with- 
out symptoms. In 
such cases, medica- 
tion or need for HIV 
may be needed. 

At the end of this 
period, the amount of 
HIV in the blood in- 
creases, and the level 
of infection in the 
body increases with 
the decrease of CDO 
cells. | Appropriate 
medication 1s needed 
at this stage to delay 
the next stage of 
treatment. 

HIV infection can 
be spread in many 
ways, such as through 


anal contact, vaginal 
and oral sex. Related 
to the partner's body 
fluids, the virus can 
enter the bloodstream 
through cracks in the 
lining of the vagina, 
vulva, penis, and 
anus. 

According to the 
CDC USA, in the 
event of an HIV test, 
treatment should be 
started without delay 
to keep the immune 
system healthy. With- 
out treatment, people 
living with AIDS can 
live up to five years. 

Every citizen of the 
world needs to be 
aware to prevent the 


dangerous disease 
HIV / AIDS. Better 
precaution than 


death, avoidance and 
timely investigation 
and treatment with- 
out delay. 
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Winter activities warm up the season in Brampton! 


An exciting win- 
ter full of outdoor 
activities, includ- 
ing new ice rinks, 
trails, and more is 
coming to Bramp- 
ton this season. 

The new initia- 


tives, announced 
last week by the 
city, will offer 


many options for 
residents to enjoy 
safe, open air activ- 
ities during the 
winter months 
while maintaining 
physical distanc- 
Ing. 

Activities will fol- 
low public health 
measures includ- 
ing limited capac- 
ity, physical 
distancing and 
masking and it is 
expected that all 
participants will do 
their part to follow 
the required proto- 
cols. 

“It’s more impor- 
tant now than ever 
that we make a 
conscious effort to 
have fun and stay 
active while follow- 


ing Peel Public 
Health guidelines,” 
said Wards 7 &8 
city councillor 
Charmaine 
Williams. “Be sure 
to follow the safety 
measures as you 
skate, ski and 
snowshoe into the 
fun Brampton has 
to offer this win- 
ter.” 

Four new _ ice 
rinks are in town 
for everyone to 
enjoy this winter, 
including Valley- 
brook Park (syn- 
thetic ice pilot), 


Earnscliffe Park 
(artificial ice), 
Morris Kerbel Park 


(artificial ice) and 
Flower City Com- 
munity Campus 
(artificial ice). 
Everyone is in- 
vited to use the ex- 
isting outdoor ice 
rinks and trails at 
Gage Park, Gore 
Meadows Commu- 
nity Centre, Mount 
Pleasant Commu- 
nity Centre, and 
Chinguacousy 


Park. Rinks are ex- 
pected to open on 
Dec. 18, weather 
permitting. 

The city said last 
week that it may 
close its rinks dur- 
ing the season in 
the event of ex- 
treme or inclement 
weather, including 
when it is not cold 
enough to main- 
tain ice or if tem- 
peratures get too 
cold (below -20 de- 
grees Celsius). 

A new cross- 
country skiing trail 
and a snowshoeing 
trail is also being 
introduced at 
Chinguacousy Park 
for independent 
use this season. 
Bring your own 
skiis, snowshoes 
and safety equip- 
ment to access the 
trail. 

The trails are ex- 
pected to open for 
public use on Dec. 
18, weather per- 
mitting. 

Residents can 
also get festive and 


active this winter 
with the Walking 
Path Program. Dis- 
cover Brampton’s 
stunning parks and 
walking paths 
while attending 
themed, guided 
walks for all ages 
on various dates 
with Brampton 


Recreation Staff, 
such as a guided 
Holiday Hike with 
nature activities. 
Weather permit- 


ting, this program 
will occur using 
snowshoes __ pro- 
vided by the City. 
Children must be 
accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. 

Residents are 
also. invited to 
enjoy the various 
Recreational Trail 
systems through- 
out Brampton, 
which will include 
enhanced winter 
maintenance on 


the Chinguacousy 
Trail, Don Doan 
Trail, Esker Lake 
Trail, Etobicoke 
Creek Trail, and 
Fletcher’s Creek 
Trail. Click here to 
learn more. 

For more infor- 
mation on all ac- 
tivites, visit the 
Winter Wonder- 
land website at 
brampton.ca/win- 
terwonderland. 


Hospital celebrates Sikh community on Gurpurab 


As Sikhs and 
other __ followers 
around the world 
celebrated Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji’s 
birthday on Nov. 
30, a local hospital 
used the occasion 
to recognize the 
local Sikh commu- 
nity for their con- 
tributions toward 
Brampton Civic 
Hospital. 

Brampton Civic 
opened in 2007, 
and funds raised 
by the Sikh com- 
munity helped 
complete the de- 
velopment of the 
hospital. The gen- 
erosity of the Sikh 
community was 
recognized with 
the hospital’s 
Emergency De- 
partment being 
named for Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji, the 


founder of 
Sikhism. 

As an update to 
the hospital, the 
original ‘Guru 
Nanak’ signage 
near the Emer- 
gency Department 
entrance on the 
south side of the 
building will be re- 
placed with new, 
more prominent 
signage atop the 
entrance. 

The new signage 
was made posible 
thanks to a gift 
from Karnail Singh 
Khalsa of Best 
Canadian =‘ Truck 
and Forklift Train- 
ing Centre , as well 
as support from 
community mem- 
ber Satpaul Singh 
Johal. 

The new sign was 
unveiled during a 
virtual press event. 


Installation and 
an in-person cele- 
bration will take 
place in the new 
year, when health 
and safety restric- 
tions allow. 

“Tt’s an honour to 
help celebrate 
Guru Nanak Dev 
Ji’s Gurpurab 
today by acknowl- 
edging the support 
of the Sikh com- 
munity, which 
stepped forward in 
unprecedented 
ways to support 
the opening of 
Brampton Civic 
thirteen years ago,” 
said Dr. Naveed 
Mohammad, Pres- 
ident and CEO of 
William Osler 
Health — System. 
“The richness of 
our community’s 
diversity is re- 
flected in our staff, 


physicians, volun- 
teers, and patients, 
and were so 
pleased we can rec- 
ognize that 


through the name 
of our Brampton 
Civic 


Hospital 


Emergency  De- 
partment — which 
continues to pro- 
vide vital care for 
all residents in the 
area.” 

Guru Nanak Dev 
Jis Gurpurab is 


one of the most im- 
portant festivals in 
the Sikh calendar, 
celebrated with 
prayer, parades 
and community 
service. 


| 
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NOW PLAYING 
PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


Music from your years 
Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 
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Focus On Film Forum - Film Festival Assists Northern Ontario 


by Joseph Monachino 
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“There’s no place 
like home!” -The 
Wizard of Oz, 1939 


The First Annual 
Sault Film Festival 
took place this past 
weekend, Nov. 27 - 
29. The organizers 
are Rebecca Herron 
and Trish Rainone, 
two significant Sault 
Ste. Marie filmmak- 
ers. 

It showcased two 
feature films by 
Northern filmmak- 
ers, namely Road to 
Tophet and Heroes 
of a Different Kind. 
The other films 
were short films or- 
ganized in blocks. 

I was impressed 
by the overall qual- 
ity of the films. The 
acting in the films 
were excellent and 
they were well di- 
rected. 

After each block of 
films were pre- 
sented, there were 
various question 
and answer sessions 
mostly with the di- 
rectors of the films. 

It was interesting 
to see the eclectic 
mix of films from 
comedy to drams, 


and even horror 
films. 

Most of them were 
filmed in “the Soo” 
and even Sudbury. 

I was in awe how 
the film makers 
overcame chal- 
lenges. 

One director / 
actor indicated that 
one of the principal 
actors walked off 
the set the first day, 
and never returned. 
The challenge was 
to continue shoot- 
ing without going 
over budget. 

It was a 700-kilo- 
meter drive to and 
from Sault Ste. 
Marie, but it was 
worth the drive 
there. The weather 
was surprisingly 
mild, which made 
the excursion there 
that much more en- 
joyable. 

There is a website 
you can visit to see a 
list of films. It can be 
accessed at sault- 
filmfestival.com/pr 
ogram2020. 

I commend the or- 
ganizers for the ef- 
fort they put in to 
stage this festival. I 
also commend the 


film makers from 
this part of the 
province. 

The conventional 
wisdom is that you 
have to be in the 
major cities of film 


production in 
Canada (Toronto, 
Vancouver, Mon- 


treal) and the U.S. 
(L.A., New York, 
even Atlanta). But 
talented filmmakers 
are spread out all 
over the country 
and continent. 

This was proven to 
me when I went to 
Sault Ste. Marie for 
this magical event. 

Hopefully it will be 
held next year with 
the same format. 

For those who 
could not attend in 
person, they can 
view the films on 
the internet. If you 
need a reason to 
visit Sault Ste. 
Marie, this film fes- 
tival is a very good 
reason. 

Circle the end of 
Nov. 2021 if you 
need something ex- 
citing to do next 
year. 


On Nov. 19, 2020, 
after years of waiting, 
Constable Wade Neal, 
who has been living 
with Polycystic Kidney 
Disease (PKD) for 
decades, finally be- 
came the recipient of a 
living donor kidney 
and is now at home re- 
covering from the sur- 
gery. 

This was all made 
possible because his 
best friend, Sergeant 
John Henry, donated 
one of his own kidneys 
on Wade’s behalf. 

Wade's battle with 
PKD started when he 
was 23 years old and 
progressively wors- 
ened over the years. 

By 2018, the dis- 
ease's effects on his 
kidneys became so se- 
vere that he needed to 
begin dialysis treat- 
ment at Headwaters 
Health Care Centre in 
Orangeville. Wade 
also had to go on long 
term disability from 
his position in the Peel 
Regional Police Major 
Collision Bureau. 

This affected him 
very deeply because he 
genuinely loved his 
work. 

The most challeng- 
ing part of his condi- 
tion was that he would 
never regain use of his 
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kidney and would re- 
quire a kidney trans- 
plant... to save his life. 

It takes more than 
five years to even get 
close to the top of the 
waiting list. Once 
there, getting a match- 
ing donor is another 
huge obstacle. 

Dialysis is a life-sav- 
ing treatment, but re- 
ally takes a toll on your 
body. Many on the list 
need to be on dialysis 
for nearly a decade be- 
fore receiving a kid- 
ney. 

This constant strain 
on the heart often 
takes patients out of 
the running. Other 
health concerns will 
disqualify them from 
transplants, such as 
heart issues and can- 
cer. 

If Wade was going to 
get a kidney, he 
needed to improve his 
chances by getting 
closer to the top of that 
list. 

Sergeant John 
Henry, Wade's best 
friend of 34 years, and 
a Patrol Sergeant at 22 
Division in Peel, de- 
cided to speed up that 
process by giving 
Wade one of his own 
kidneys. This was the 
way John could help 
his best friend have a 
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long and happy life. 

There was one prob- 
lem, though, John's 
kidney was not a suit- 
able match for Wade. 
Disappointed, John 
and Wade considered 
other options. This 
was when they learned 
about the Kidney 
Paired Donation Pro- 
gram. 

The program is run 
by Canadian Blood 
Services. This pro- 
gram gives donors a 
chance to ensure the 
person they care about 
receives the kidney 
they need, even when 
they are not a direct 
match. 

The donor is 
matched with a suit- 
able candidate, and in 
return, another donor 
is matched with their 
loved one. 

Often referred to as a 
"kidney tree." Thus, 
John donated a kidney 
to an unknown recipi- 
ent, and in exchange, 
Wade received a kid- 
ney from another 
anonymous’ donor. 
This process short- 
ened Wade’s wait by 
years and two lives 
were saved in the 


process. 
All four people in- 
volved completed 


their surgeries and 
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The Gift of Life - Just In Time For Christmas 


began their individual 
roads to recovery. 

"We didn't even like 
each other when we 
first met ha, ha, ha. 
[Wade] worked 
nights, I worked after- 
noons, and we'd argue 
about little things. 
Then one day, some- 
thing happened that 
made us both laugh 
and discovered that 
we had a very similar 
sense of humour. 
We've been friends 
ever since. He is the 
reason I became a po- 
lice officer. Now, 34 
years later, I'm giving 
a kidney." said Ser- 
geant John Henry. 

While she was get- 
ting ready to pick 
Wade up from the 
hospital on Nov. 24, 
Sharon, Wade's wife, 
gave an update. 

There was infectious 
electricity felt through 
the phone. She was 
primed with excite- 
ment as she let the 
family dog back into 
the house. She spoke 
with highly motivated 
confidence, ready to 
bring the love of her 
life back home. 

"T'm very emotional. 
It's a crazy time for us. 
The surgery was text- 
book, and the kidney 
has already started to 


Extinguishing the 


codec quiet stillness appea ~ 


help [Wade] so much. 
[Wade] is starting to 
look like himself 
again.” 

A month ago, John 
called the Neal family, 
nervous to tell the 
Neal’s that Wade has a 
donor. Next, through 
the power of raw 
adrenaline and a mix- 
ture of joy and trepi- 
dation, both families 
got organized. And 
then the waiting 
began. 

Because of COVID- 
19, they all had to stay 
healthy and _ isolate, 
John's family too, or 
the surgery might not 
have been able to hap- 
pen. 

This past month has 
been the — slowest 
month ever for both 
the Neal's and the 
Henry's. According to 
Sharon, Wade has 
been baking non-stop. 

"He has been keep- 
ing us all well fed with 
treats. He loves to 
bring in all kinds of 
delicious goodies to 
the Headwaters dialy- 
sis nurses. The whole 
dialysis team at Head- 
waters have been phe- 
nomenal with him 
over the past few 
years. They were so 
excited about the up- 
coming surgery and 


gave him a party on 
his last day, showered 
him with gifts and 
cheered him on 
through the whole 
process. We've been 
taken aback by how 
wonderful they have 
all been." Sharon 
shared. 

When it came to 
making the decision to 
donate, which in- 
volved travelling back 
and forth from St. 
Joseph's Hospital in 
Hamilton dozens of 
times in preparation 
for the operation, 
John felt that it was all 
worth it. 

"When we join the 
police service, the 
common theme 
around our decision is 
to help people. We go 
out and willingly risk 
our lives for our com- 
munity, — strangers. 
When someone _ I 
know and care for 
needed help and I was 
in a position to help, I 
did. Now Wade has an 
opportunity to get his 
life back, where he can 
fully engage in the 
time spent with his 
wife and two girls and 
also to return to work 
where he loves to be, 
helping others." 
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APPLYING FOR 
A GRANT? 


Attend an online Grant Writing 101 workshop 
to learn the fundamentals of grant writing for 
success. 


For dates and to registration visit 
brampton.ca/abf 


ADP (@ BRAMPTON 
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MORE Spots To Shop This Holiday Season! 


by E.C. Munson 


Many artists and artisans have their own studios or share 
work spaces with other creatives. 

While as members of various arts organizations, they exhibit 
their work within those groups, they actively market out of their 
home studios, markets, and other venues. Increasingly, these 
options are including virtual platforms for sales. 

Enjoy an introduction to these smaller home studios on the 
Artful & Artisanal Commerce Corridor. Visit their websites, or 
follow them on Instagram and Facebook. 

Delightful surprises await you, whether it is stocking suffers, 
something special for the kitchen, stylish accessories, unique 
carvings or seasonal decorations. 


Monika Schaefer 


I couldn’t resist those ladybug buttons and already knew that 
felted pouch for my cell phone was going home with me. It had 
an inside pocket for cards and would be so easy to find in a bag 
just by its feel. 

My friend and I had separately driven out to Carlisle for a 
scheduled visit to Monika Schaefer’s studio. The driving force 
that launched and kept afloat over 90 artists for Arts Burling- 
ton, she had somehow found time for her own arts practices in 
fibre arts and ceramics. 

Monika quipped that her largely hand-built ceramics were 
dysfunctional, but we both knew their whimsical charm was 
what made them a keeper. And that very well might be why two 
of her selections in the Arts Burlington’s Online Christmas Sale 
were in the top ee of two a well- known artists. 


Very pleased to have my shawl rings and pins chosen for as 
one of James Hart’s faves in the Arts Burlington Sale!! 

Moving back into the virtual marketplace, we find wearable 
art! Laura Beaton has gift certificates for easy shopping that 
leaves the choices with the recipient. 

All scarves are silk with coordinating face coverings. Her gift 
oo start at $50, with personalized limits as the giver 
wishes. 

Curated Silk Wearable Art can be found by visiting her web- 
site at www.laurabeatonart.com. 

Her peignoir and kimono line are being designed now and will 
launch soon. 


. Silk § Scarv r 
( on the Vi Art of Laura a 


“You may conn her by se at ... Laura@LauraBeaton.com, 
follow her on Facebook at LauraBeaton, and on IG @Lau- 
raABeatonArt. An established artist, Laura works in Mixed 
Media, Acrylics, and Chinese Brush Painting. 

ToPourWithLove explodes with colour, vitality and plenty of 
verve. This is the artful expression of a creative maker and 
shaker, Deborah Powell. 

Enjoy her work and consider a gift certificate for a socially dis- 
tanced paint pour with a family member. 

For more information, visit her website at www.deborahpow- 
ell.ca/art-gallery. 

She said at the Mar. 14 show opening of Inspiration at the 
Headwaters Arts Gallery, “I am at the beginning of my journey 
and rove being around these creative marvels who inspire me!” 


arts # CREDAT 


Cordially invites you to 
the opening of our first 
Virtual Show 


Please join us 
Thursday Dec 3rd 


RSVP to receive the Zoom link: 
contactQartsonthecredit.ca 


